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1 . 0   o v e r v i e w

and community however have 
special considerations, these being 
miller’s crossing (1) - not owned 
by the town, nor is it zoned as pos 
and kent street verge (2)- not town 
owned but is town managed.                       

there are instances within the public 
open space strategy (poss) where 
the pos are considered holistically, as 
existing or town owned pos. 

town pos

future town pos

pos  (not town managed)

surrounding pos

miller’s crossing

kent st verge

kent street sandpit

trainline

place area boundary

town boundary

1:50,000 @ A4
2km

1km

public open space (pos) within the 
town of victoria park (tovp) have 
varying ownership and zoning however, 
as per this documents definition of 
pos, areas that do function as pos for 
the community have been included for 
consideration in the public open space 
strategy. see figure 1.

within the pos reviewed, the following 
categories are recognised;

•	 town pos: areas that are owned 
and managed by tovp. 

•	 future town pos: spaces that are 
planned for, but not yet constructed. 
these include lathlain park and 
belmont park.

•	 pos (not town managed):  these 
areas may provide a pos function 
to the community, however as they 
are not managed by the town their 
use as pos may not be guaranteed 
into the future.

•	 special consideration:  two 
pos provide recreational or 
environmental value to the town 

belmont park

Curtin
University

lathlain               
park

1

1

2

3

2

Figure 1. POS Provision
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pos is intended to be predominantly 
walkable, to and from key destinations, 
transit nodes and residential locations, 
and utilised regularly by the community.  
whilst the tovp is well-connected with 
a trainline and main feeder roads to the 
cbd, this infrastructure also creates 
major barriers to pedestrian movement.  
these barriers can impact community 
access to open space, especially limiting 
accessibility for certain communities.  

major pedestrian barriers in the tovp 
are:

- shepperton road;

- canning highway;

- albany highway;

- great eastern highway;

- orrong road; and

- the trainline

2 . 0  b a r r i e r s

All  POS

Contours 

35m elevation

30m elevation

25m elevation

20m elevation

Surrounding POS

Trainline

Roads

Place Area Boundary

Town Boundary

1:50,000 @ A4
2km

1km

Figure 2. Barriers to POS
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3 . 0  4 0 0 m  ‘ p e d - s h e d ’  -  w h y  4 0 0 m ?

ensuring pos is within a walkable 
catchment to the community is 
important as it increased physical 
activity and associated health 
benefits, activates streets, minimise 
infrastructure required for vehicles and 
has environmental benefits.  walkable 
catchments are referred to as ‘ped-
sheds’ and are used to map accessibility 
of spaces throughout a region.

a 400m, or a 5-10 minute, ped-shed 
is generally accepted as a standard 
catchment for regularly accessed 
facilities.  ped-sheds beyond 400m are 
generally only accepted for destinations 
that are a significant attractor.  
furthermore walking beyond 5-10 
minutes can limit access for community 
members with physical disability, 
those pushing prams or wheelchairs 
and for activities that require carrying 
equipment.

for the purpose of this strategy ped-
sheds have been shown ‘as the crow-
flies’ however there are obviously 
other considerations such as short-cuts 

through parks, physical barriers or 
feelings of safety which can impact of 
walking times.

as shown, the town has a well balanced 
spread of pos, however there are gaps 
that have arisen from this analysis. 
these are within lathlain, carlisle, 
bentley and a small gap within east 
victoria park. carlisle experiences the 
greatest lack of pos within 400m or a 
5 minute walk.

400m ‘Ped-shed’

Town POS

Future POS

POS (not Town managed)

Surrounding POS

Trainline

Place Area Boundary

Town Boundary

1:50,000 @ A4
2km

1km

Figure 3. POS Walkability
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4 . 0  p o s  C l a s s i f i C at i o n
h ie r a rC hy

the size of pos is indicative of the uses 
it can offer the community. smaller pos 
offer day to day passive recreational 
opportunities, whereas larger spaces 
provide organised active recreation and 
events.  due to these differing uses and 
demands, it is necessary to assess the 
distribution of these spaces to ensure 
the population have equitable access to 
each type of open space.   

micro park

local park

neighbourhood park

district park

pos outside tovp

trainline

place area boundary

town boundary

1:50,000 @ A4
2km

1km
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Figure 4. POS Hierarchy
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4 . 1  m i C r o  pa r k s

key user group: resident / worker/
visitor

size: <0.4ha

broad purpose:

a public ‘backyard’/respite point, 
designed to function as a small green 
pocket that allows for green relief; 
residential size passive spaces (i.e grass 
for kids to play, path for children to ride, 
dog walking) and respite points (i.e a 
spot to eat lunch, check your phone). 
it may be a provided through small 
upgrades to cul-de-sac ends, verges, 
re-purposed drainage basins, in new 
development or retrofitting space into 
existing streetscapes (especially town 
centers).  

length of stay: 30min - 1hr

bentley lacks any micro parks and 
carlisle is limited to a single micro park, 
whereas the greatest concentration 
is central to the tovp boundaries and 
within the burswood precinct.

micro park

200m ‘ped-shed’

pos

pos outside tovp

trainline
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1:50,000 @ A4
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Image 3. Charnley Gardens

Figure 5. Micro Parks
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4 . 2  l o C a l  pa r k s

key user group: resident

size: 0.4ha - 1ha

broad purpose: 

a local park is a small space that provides 
day to day recreation opportunities for 
the immediate residential population. 
the space may incorporate areas of 
natural vegetation to provide both 
ecological function and the enjoyment 
of the community. 

length of stay: 1 - 2hrs

local parks in the town:

there is a well balanced spread of local 
pos within tovp and a high number 
in comparison to other pos types. 
carlisle, east victoria park and sections 
of lathlain and burswood experience 
significant gaps in local pos whereas 
bentley is without.

local park

400m ‘ped-shed’

pos

pos outside tovp

trainline

Place Area Boundary

town boundary

1:50,000 @ A4
2km

1km

Image 4. Kate St Reserve

Figure 6. Local Parks
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4 . 3  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  pa r k s

key user group: resident, sporting

size:1ha - 5ha

broad purpose:

neighbourhood pos provide a passive 
and active recreational and social space 
to town precincts. these pos will have 
a variety of features and facilities  and 
will reflect the unique characteristics 
of the precinct. neighbourhood pos 
will also serve a function in the area’s 
broader ecological system.  

length of stay: 1 - 3hrs

neighbourhood parks in the town:

there is a concentration to the south-
east portion of town. victoria park is 
without any neighbourhood pos and the 
most significant gaps are in burswood, 
victoria park, between carlisle & east 
victoria park and the southern half of 
bentley.

neighbourhood park

400m ‘ped-shed’

pos

pos outside tovp

trainline

Place Area Boundary

town boundary

1:50,000 @ A4
2km

1km

Image 5. Fraser Park

Figure 7. Neighbourhood Parks
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4 . 4  d i s t r i C t  pa r k s

key user group: resident / sporting / 
visitor (surrounding suburbs)

size: 5ha - 15ha

broad purpose: 

district pos provide space for organised 
formal sports, large scale town events 
and/or significant ecological processes. 
these spaces serve the tovp as a whole, 
reflecting a broader town character and 
will be utilised by both residents and 
visitors.    

length of stay: 1 - 3hrs 

district parks in the town:

the highest concentration of district 
pos is located along the river’s edge 
within victoria park and burswood. 
lathlain, carlisle and st. James do not 
have district parks however the district 
parks within the surrounding precincts 
service the above mentioned well except 
for calisle which experiences the only 
true gap of district parks within the 
town.

district park

2km ‘ped-shed’

pos

pos outside tovp

trainline
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Image 6. McCallum Park

Figure 8. District Parks
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4 . 5  g a p  a n a ly s i s

when analysing the walkable distances 
to pos. an allocated ‘ped-shed’ assumes 
easy walkability whereas these barriers 
prevent this, most significantly along 
the trainline where there aren’t clear, 
accessible crossings.

200m micro park  ‘ped-shed’

400m local park ‘ped-shed’

400m neighbourhood park ‘ped-shed’

400m district park ‘ped-shed’

pos

pos outside tovp

trainline

Place Area Boundary

town boundary

1:50,000 @ A4
2km

1km

overlaying each pos with the appropriate 
‘ped-shed’, each with a 400m/5 minute 
walkable catchment except the micro 
park which have a 200m/3 minute 
walkable catchment applied, highlights 
where there are gaps.

the significant gaps within the town 
are located at the lathlain-victoria park 
edge, the south-west corner of victoria 
park, throughout east victoria park, 
within the north corner & central-west 
portion of carlisle and a small portion 
of st. James. these gaps show where 
there are no pos within a recommended 
walkable distance.

there are large gaps located within 
bentley, however as a predominantly 
student housing area with a high 
proportion of private landscape spaces. 
similarly, area to the south of carlise 
are industrial. these factors require 
a different approach to equitable pos 
provision compared to residential zones.

the barriers as previously highlighted 
(the trainline, major roads, level 
changes) are important to consider 

Figure 9. POS Supply Gaps
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the function of pos reflects the way in 
which the park ‘primarily’ is designed to 
be utilised. this is particularly important 
as it will assist in recreational, health 
and event planning. 

mapping of the town indicates:

•	 whilst a majority of the pos are 
solely passive spaces, pos with 
an active function covers a much 
greater physical area; 

•	 a lack of environmental function; 
and

•	 formalised event spaces are 
concentrated to the river.

5 . 0  p u b l i C  o p e n  s pa C e  f u n C t i o n

G.O. Edwards Park Organised Sport Kensington Bushland Fireworks

events
No organised sporting 

facilities, however 
may include open turf 
areas, play spaces and 

infrastructure to support 
social gathering.

Has infrastructure 
to accommodate 

competitive sport and 
recreational pursuits such 

as skateparks.

Areas worth protection 
and enhancement due to 

environmental values.  
Predominantly vegetated 
green space with limited 

open space.

Gathering spaces with 
opportunity to hold 

events.

passive aCt ive environmental

passive

active

environmental

events

pos outside tovp

trainline

Place Area Boundary

town boundary

1:50,000 @ A4
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existing percentage (ha) of town pos

p: passive                             

a: active

en: environmental  

ev: events

ev: 22%

a: 39%

en: 11%

p: 28%

note: the kent street sandpit site which 
forms part of the Jirdarup bushland precinct, 
is mapped as having a passive function. this 
pos is the subject of council resolutions 
committing to a future environmental function. 

Figure 10. POS Function
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the setting of pos references the look of 
the space. this is important to consider 
as it will provide direction on opportunity 
to connect ecologically important 
spaces, along with maintenance 
approaches.

mapping of the town indicates:

•	 lack of wetland despite riverside 
location; 

•	 majority of pos are traditional; and 

•	 Jirdarup bushland precinct & hill 
view bushland are important 
spaces.

6 . 0  p u b l i C  o p e n  s pa C e  s e t t i n g

River Foreshore Kensington Bushland Wetland Vegetation

Areas of open turf, trees 
and garden beds with 

activity nodes or respite 
points connected via 

pathways.

Bushland with a 
significant  conservation 

value. Remnant 
vegetation, rehabilitation 

and resources for flora 
and fauna.

Wetland places of 
conversation value such 
as waterways, foreshore 

or remnant wetland 
vegetation.

tradit ional bushland wetland
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Figure 11. POS Setting
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note: the kent street sandpit site which 
forms part of the Jirdarup bushland precinct, 
is mapped as having a traditional function. 
this pos is the subject of council resolutions 
committing to a future bushland function. 
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7. 0  k e y  d e m o g r a p h i C  d ata

the town has a diverse community 
that are engaged and knowledgeable 
on all aspects of pos delivery 
and management. diversity in a 
community will mean differences in 
expectations and uses of pos across 
the town. these considerations include 
perceptions on safety and associated 
impacts on women using pos, cultural 
expectations, requirements for elderly 
with mobility issues, young families 
need for playgrounds and bike paths or 
those with english as a second language 
requiring visual cues as opposed to text 
on wayfinding and signage.  taking into 
consideration the needs of the broader 
population not only provides for more 
equitable and accessible pos, but it can 
also assist to alleviate supply issues 
in areas of higher density if the entire 
population can utilise a singular space. 

whilst these considerations may be 
made as broad assumptions on a 
population there will always be localised 
community needs that cannot be 
ascertained through demographic data, 
which is where community engagement 

and ongoing involvement is key in 
delivering community responsive pos.  
the following data is collected from 
id.forecast.

age

•	 20 - 39 years old is the dominating 
age group.

•	 predominately a young worker/
parent/home builder population.

•	 these communities are:

- likely to be more engaged in active 
sports then older populations.

- likely to have less time to utilise pos 
due to working hours.  

•	 forecast increase in people aged 
40-44, making up 7.0% of total 
persons.

household structure

•	 predominantly single person 
households, 34.3%, followed closely 
by couples without dependents 
32.3%.  

•	 this population has a high risk 

of social isolation which has 
detrimental health outcomes. 

•	 families make up approximatley 
32% of the population meaning 
that demand for services and 
infrastructure for children will be 
high.

birthplace

•	 40.0% of people were born overseas 
(2016). 

•	 significantly lower proportions of 
united kingdom and new Zealand 
residents, compared to greater 
perth region.

•	 higher percentage of residents from 
countries including india, china, 
malaysia, ireland, south korea, italy 
and indonesia, compared to greater 
perth region.  

•	 culturally diverse population.  

•	 26.9% of people speak a language 
other than english at home.  

index of relative socio-economic 
disadvantage

index of relative socio-economic 
disadvantage or seifa index is utilised 
to measure levels of disadvantage in a 
community.  a higher score on the index 
means a lower level of disadvantage. a 
lower score on the index means a higher 
level of disadvantage. 

•	 greater perth has an index of 61.  

•	 burswood peninsula has a 98 
index indicating a very low level of 
disadvantage.   

•	 carlisle and st. James have index 
ratings of 45 and 42 respectively.

assistance

•	 4.7% of the tovp population require 
assistance with their core activities 
due to disability, 0.8% higher than 
greater perth.   

•	 this may indicate a demand for 
accessible infrastructure in pos.

  Town of Victoria Park | Public Open Space Strategy  |   15



8 . 0   p l a n n e d  f u t u r e  g r o w t h

1:50,000 @ A4
2km

1km

the consideration of future population 
is important in forward planning pos 
in the town. the town is projected to 
experience a population increase as 
highlighted in the Central Sub-Regional 
Framework/D2031 targets set by the 
State Government. this increase varies 
greatly as highlighted on the map. the 
key findings from analysing the current 
and future population of the tovp 
include:

•	 burswood is projected to experience 
very high population growth.

•	 bentley, east victoria park and 
lathlain are predicted to see 
combined average population 
growth of 14.2% in 2036.

•	 victoria park and carlisle are 
forecast to have a rise in population 
between 5 and 8%.

•	 st. James is forecast to experience a 
very minor population increase.

long term, the state government has 
set a target for the town to add 18,187 
new dwellings by 2050, potentially 
seeing the population increase to around 
77,000 people. 
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8 . 1  p u b l i C  o p e n  s pa C e  +  p o p u l at i o n

•	 lathlain and victoria park are 
currently slightly undersupplied 
with pos per resident.

•	 carlisle and st. James are currently 
undersupplied and are forecast to 
have an undersupply of pos per 
resident in 2036.

forecast area of pos 
(ha/1000person)

5.1

burswood

0.5
carlisle

2.7

lathlain

3

bentley

1

st. James

2.8

vic parkeast vic park

4.1
3.36ha/1000person

forecast population     
(2036)

17,359 2,259 7,026 12,008 3,931 2,205

area of pos         
(ha/1000person)

35.4

burswood

2

carlisle

3

lathlain

3.6

bentley

1

st. James

3

vic parkeast vic park

4.6
3.36ha/1000person

population       
(2018)

2,503 1,870 6,652 10,603 3,502 2,148 9,261

9,925

the 10% allocation for pos was 
originally derived from an assumption 
of 3.36 hectares per 1,000 population 
or 33.6m2/person. utilising this metric, 
as opposed to a spatial numerator, can 
assist in gauging supply for increasing 
density. this metric is used as a guide 
only.

based on this metric the tovp has the 
following allocation of pos:

- 2018 (population 36,601) = 
3.41ha/1000person 

- 2036 (population 54,713) = 
2.28ha/1000person

- 2050 (population 77,000) = 
1.62ha/1000person

this indicates a future undersupply at a 
town level.  2018 and 2036 data is available 
at a place area level and is shown in figure 
13 and 14.

key findings:

•	 burswood has a high pos quantity 
per resident.

•	 bentley and east victoria park 
have a supply of pos above the 
recommended quantity per resident.

Figure 13. 2018 POS Quantity per resident

Figure 14. 2036 Forecast POS Quantity per resident
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feedback with an open ended question 
and asking participants to rate a number 
of pos-related statements.

another survey was distributed using 
the town’s Your Thoughts platform. 
this provided further opportunity for 
town residents and visitors to provide 
feedback on the town’s pos which was 
supported by a short video.  refer to 
appendix d for a summary of community 
feedback tot he surveys.

community reference group

finally, the town formed a community 
reference group (crg) made of a number 
of key community members from various 
groups. the reference group was invited 
to attend two community consultation 
workshops. workshop one was based 
on the opportunities and directions and 
workshop two focused on reaching an 
‘agreed direction’ which outlined the 
vision and key objectives of the pos 
strategy. refer to appendix e for details 
of the crg process.

9 . 0  k e y  s ta k e h o l d e r  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  C o n s u ltat i o n

the project team engaged with a 
number of people from many different 
backgrounds on a variety of platforms. 
the focus of the engagement stage of 
the pos strategy was to gauge a clear 
understanding of how the town’s key 
stakeholders and community see the 
town and what is has to offer. 

stakeholder engagement

an initial invitation letter was sent 
out to key stakeholders who are 
listed overleaf. this letter provided an 
introduction to the pos strategy, the 
intended purpose of the document and 
invited the key stakeholder to share 
their experiences and knowledge of the 
tovp. a point of contact was supplied for 
feedback to be communicated with the 
project team.

public engagement surveys

the town facilitated two surveys with 
the wider public. the first being a survey 
at the perth garden festival (pgf) where 
the town set up an information booth. 
the booth at pgf introduced the pos 
strategy and to gathered qualitative 

Image 7. Perth Garden Festival, ToVP
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9 . 1  s ta k e h o l d e r  e n g a g e m e n t  l i s t

the town has undergone thorough 
engagement directly with key 
stakeholders, the tovp community and 
the wider public. 

the list of the key stakeholders 
contacted are as follows, those 
highlighted provided response:

•	 department of local government, 
sport and cultural industries

•	 department of planning, lands and 
heritage

•	 department of biodiversity, 
conservation and attractions

•	 department of health

•	 office of state government architect

•	 department of communities

•	 department of education and 
training

•	 department of water and 
environmental regulation

•	 department of Jobs, tourism, 
services and innovation

•	 australian institute of landscape 

•	 regent college

•	 kent street senior school

•	 lathlain primary school

•	 east vic park primary school

•	 perth individual college

•	 victoria park primary school

•	 ursula frayne catholic college 

•	 millen primary school

•	 carson street school

•	 st clare’s school

•	 carlisle primary school                 

•	 east victoria park ed support

•	 kensington secondary school

the key outcomes from discussion with 
key stakeholders are incorporated into 
the strategy and referenced accordingly.

architects – wa chapter

•	 disability services commission

•	 water corporation

•	 national trust

•	 heritage council

•	 curtin university representative

•	 walga

•	 parks and leisure australia (pla)

•	 planning institute of australia (pia)

•	 perth stadium

•	 council of the ageing wa

•	 heart foundation

•	 burswood board

surrounding lga’s:

•	 city of perth

•	 city of south perth

•	 city of canning

•	 city of belmont

schools:

•	 victoria park christian school
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9 . 2  s u r v e y s

open ended Question

rated responses to         

 pos-related statements

27-Question online survey

udla and the tovp developed a survey 
which was distributed at the perth 
garden festival and through the towns 
‘your thoughts’ website. feedback 
was sought from residents with 70 
responses gathered at pgf and 47 
responded through Your Thoughts.  
whilst these responses were too low to 
be statistically significant there were 
some clear outcomes of the surveys 
that can guide the public opinion of the 
town’s pos.

see appendix d: survey information and 
responses.
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9 . 3  C o m m u n i t y  r e f e r e n C e  g r o u p  w o r k s h o p s

the strategy incorporated two 
workshops with approximately 24 
people in attendance at each workshop.

the outcomes of workshop one guided 
the development of the vision and 
objectives.  workshop two reviewed 
the key project approaches and gauged 
general agreement on suggested 
approaches.  community feedback has 
been incorporated into the broad moves.

see appendix e: workshop details.

agreed 
direction

opportunities &
directions

wo rks ho p two

ref in ed 
pos  strategy

v i s i o n
o b j e c t i v e s

a p p r o a c h e s

t h e  p o s  s t r a t e g y 
v i s i o n i n g
w h a t  w e  k n o w
w h o  w e ’ v e  s p o k e n  t o
b i g  m o v e s

workshop one

Figure 15. Workshop Approach
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1 0 . 0  l i t e r at u r e  r e v i e w

planning and management of pos is 
guided by a significant number of state 
and local government guidelines and 
policy.  the following documents were 
reviewed to inform the pos strategy 
and have been crossed referenced into 
final recommendations:

state government planning 
documents: 

•	 liveable neighbourhoods (2009)

•	 dsr public parkland planning and 
design guide (2014)

•	 dsr classification framework for 
public open space (2012)

•	 walga local government 
declaration on climate change

town of victoria park documents:

•	 Land Asset Optimisation Strategy 
(2013)

•	 Town of Victoria Park Synthetic 
Turf Hockey Facility Site 
Assessment (2017)

•	 Town of Victoria Park 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP)

•	 Parks Facility Matrix

•	 Reserve Booking Lists (2018-19)

•	 Public Open Space Assessment 
(2015)

•	 Town of Victoria Park 
Environmental Plan 2013-2018 
(2013)

•	 Healthy Vic Park Plan 2017-2022 
(2017)

•	 Joint Bike Plan, City of South Perth 
and Town of Victoria Park (2018)

•	 Urban Forest Strategy (2018)

•	 Lathlain Park Precinct (2016)

•	 GO Edwards Park (2012)

•	 GO Edwards Park Design Report 
(2014)

•	 Lathlain Precinct Redevelopment 
Project (2017)

•	 Taylor Reserve and McCallum Park 
Concept Report (2018)

•	 Bentley-Curtin Specialised Activity 
Centre (2018)

•	 Town of Victoria Park Strategic 
Community Plan 2017-2032 (2017)

•	 Integrated Movement Network 
Strategy (2013)

•	 Water Efficiency Action Plan (2016) 

•	 Town of Victoria Park Remnant 
Vegetation Management Plan 
(2004)

•	 Town of Victoria Park Town 
Planning Scheme No. 1

•	 Bush Forever SIte 048 ‘Kensington 
Bushland’

•	 Belmont Park Racecourse 
Redevelopment Structure Plan 
(2013)

•	 Burswood Peninsula District 
Structure Plan (2015)

•	 Burswood Lakes Structure Plan 
(2003)

•	 Curtin Masterplan - The Vision 
(2013)

•	 Dieback and Management 
Procedures and Protocols

•	 Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 
(2017-2022)

•	 Kensington Bushland Management 
Plan (2018)

•	 Foreshore Access and Management 
Plan (2015)

•	 George Street Reserve, Kensington 
(2012)

•	 Safer Neighbourhoods Plan 2013-
2016 (2012)

•	 Strategic Waste Management Plan 
2018-2036 (2018)
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