
Shisha and the law
This information sheet is for retailers who want to sell shisha (also known as 
narghile, maasal, mu’assel, tumbak, tunbak or ajami).

There are laws1 in Western Australia about selling shisha, having it on display, and 
where it can be used in public places. 

Western Australian laws treat shisha the same as other tobacco products like 
cigarettes. The laws are the same for tobacco molasses shisha and herbal shisha 
even if the product is ‘tobacco free’.

Selling shisha
If you want to sell shisha or provide it for your customers to use you must have a 
tobacco seller’s licence.  

You need to have a licence if you:

 * offer or agree to sell or supply shisha - even in small quantities
 * offer shisha in exchange for other goods
 * are keeping a stock of shisha for sale 
 * send or deliver shisha for sale.

For information on how to get a licence, go to:
http://www.tobaccocontrol.health.wa.gov.au/licensing/

If you do not have a licence and you are found selling or supplying shisha, you could 
be fined $1,000, the shisha could be siezed or you could be taken to court. Court 
fines are up to $10,000 as a person or $40,000 as a company.

Packaging and health warnings on shisha
Shisha which contains tobacco must be packed in plain packaging and labelled with 
health warnings before you can sell it. Shisha which does not contain tobacco does 
not have to have the health warning. These laws have been made by the Australian 
Government. 

For further information on plain packaging and health warnings visit www.yourhealth.
gov.au

1Tobacco Products Control Act (2006) and the Tobacco Products Control Act Regulation(2006).

health.wa.gov.au



Displaying shisha or waterpipes
If you hold a tobacco retail licence, you are not allowed to display shisha or any 
other products which can be smoked. It is also against the law to have hookahs or 
waterpipes on display.

If a customer asks to see these items, you can take them out to show them, but you 
must put them away afterwards.

If you hold a tobacco retailer’s licence and have shisha or hookahs on display, you 
can be fined $1,000 

Areas where smoking shisha is restricted
Shisha cannot be smoked in enclosed public places or in outdoor eating areas in 
Western Australia. 

A public place is ‘enclosed’ if it has a ceiling or roof, and more than 50% of the sides 
of the area are enclosed by walls or other coverings, including shade cloth. 

An outdoor eating area is an outdoor public place or part of a public place provided 
by a cafe or restaurant where people have food or drink while sitting at tables. 
Shisha smoking must only be done outside. It can be done in the outdoor eating area 
seated at tables only if food and drink are not served at the same time. The outdoor 
eating area can have set times for smoking shisha and other times for food and 
drink.  
If you are allowing shisha use to occur in an enclosed public place or in an outdoor 
eating area where food and drink are served at tables, you could be fined $300 or 
taken to court. A court could fine you up to $2,000.

NOTE: It is against the law to sell any tobacco products to people 
under 18 years of age

For more information contact the Tobacco Control Branch: 
Telephone:    1300 784 892 
Email:            tcb@health.wa.gov.au 
TCB website: www.tobaccocontrol.health.wa.gov.au/home/

Disclaimer:
The information contained in this factsheet has been produced as a guide only. To view full details 
in the relevant Tobacco Control legistlation, visit www.wa.gov.au/tobaccocontrol

This document can be made available 
in alternative formats on request for  
a person with a disability.

Produced by the Tobacco Control Branch © Department of Health 2015

Copyright to this material is vested in the State of Western Australia unless otherwise indicated. Apart from any fair 
dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review, as permitted under the provisions of the Copyright 
Act 1968, no part may be reproduced or re-used for any purposes whatsoever without written permission of the State of 
Western Australia.
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