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Key Document Implications for Social Infrastructure 

Draft Perth & Peel 
@ 3.5Million and 
Draft Central Sub-
regional Planning 
Framework

An infill growth target of 19,400 new dwellings – the second highest target for each government area 
in the Central sub-region.

Reflecting the State Planning Policy 4.2 – Activity Centres Bentley - Curtin is categorised as a 
Specialised Centre within the hierarchy; Victoria Park a Secondary Centre; and East Victoria Park as 
a District Centre.  While these designations under the framework don’t offer specific detail on social 
and community infrastructure, collocation opportunities in central areas and proximity to activity 
centres, can be an attribute for ease of access to services by the community.

Much of the Burswood Peninsula is identified as a key piece of open space in the Framework’s 
Green Network Spaces.  These assets are a fundamental backdrop to social well-being and their 
preservation in and around urban consolidation areas must not be undermined in future planning.

Town of Victoria 
Park Draft 
Abridged Strategic 
Community Plan 
2017 - 2032

Appropriate and sustainable facilities for everyone that is well-built, well maintained and well-
managed.

Appropriate, inviting and sustainable green spaces for everyone that are well maintained and well-
managed.

Liveable and considered place with character and diversity.

Economic Strategy 
& Tourism Plan 

Increased resident, student and visitor numbers.

Having an identified point of difference to other urban centres in Perth through utilisation of the 
Town’s unique identity.

Ensuring there is a diverse and vibrant culture and sense of place.

Encouraging entrepreneurial, innovative ideas and businesses.

Utilising the expanded digital access from the new NBN infrastructure.

Expanding current programs and developing new initiatives for the arts and culture – including 
Aboriginal and heritage values, to allow for the Town to become a recognised cultural hub within 
Perth.

Introduce community services including the linkage with community learning centres into the Town 
Centre precinct – Master Plan for urban designed community spaces centred around the Library, to 
establish a multicultural and arts focused location with maximum utilisation of digital technology.

Increase utilisation of John MacMillan Park and neighbouring community facilities – Include this area 
in future master planning of the Town Centre.

Increase historical and cultural awareness in the Town and the region – Investigate the opportunity to 
establish a historical and multicultural Centre with a dual use of becoming a destination for events.
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Key Document Implications for Social Infrastructure 

Bentley-Curtin 
Specialised 
Activity Centre 
– Draft Activity 
Centre Structure 
Plan 2016

Bentley-Curtin is a major regional destination for employees and students.

Bentley-Curtin has extensive aged and dependent persons accommodation and care facilities. 
Providers share facilities and amenities and residents make up a substantial proportion of Bentley-
Curtin’s population.

Bentley-Curtin has a small residential population of 2,300 people (2011 census). Most live in aged 
care, retirement facilities or student accommodation and only a few private dwellings exist.

Encouraging residential and mixed-use development to increase the permanent population, increase 
‘activity’ and provide housing diversity close to places of employment and education.

Curtin University indoor and outdoor sporting stadiums are open to students, staff and the wider 
community. 

The university is proposing an Arts hub with community facilities at the southern end of the campus. 
The hub may attract surrounding residents and employees and assist with integration of the 
university into the wider community.

Extensive open space and playing fields exist in the north of Bentley-Curtin, including community 
halls and sporting clubs. Enhancements to these facilities including improvements to bushland trails, 
are likely with increased usage and new residents.

Potential for a major civic facility is identified for one of Bentley-Curtin’s main gateways. A science 
and technology theme is encouraged to reflect the primary functions of Bentley-Curtin. A community 
needs assessment and community consultation of adjoining residential areas should inform future 
planning for community facilities.

Emergency services located within Bentley-Curtin (Police, Fire and Ambulance) will likely expand 
capacity and operational requirements to cater for an increasing population. This may include 
redevelopment, alterations and additions to existing facilities and modernisation of emergency and 
response infrastructure.

The Boronia Pre-Release Centre on Hayman Road provides female prisoners with the opportunity to 
gain skills to assist them re-entering the community. There are no plans to relocate the service within 
the time-frame of this Plan.

The ACTIV Foundation is located within Bentley-Curtin. It supports and assists people living with a 
disability find suitable employment, places to live, and assists people with special needs consider 
travel and recreation options. It is expected to remain within the time frame of this Plan. In the event 
the land use is relocated, redevelopment into a similar land use that provides support and living 
assistance to people with special needs is encouraged.

Bentley 
Regeneration 
Project – Local 
Structure Plan

Other than referencing community spaces alongside public open space areas, no specific 
requirements are made for community purpose uses, under the statutory framework, despite 
explanatory master planning sections describing the development of an integrated Community Hub 
building on the southern side of the central square, which will house a number of different uses, 
including Pendana, the community centre, the library and the community garden.
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Key Document Implications for Social Infrastructure 

Curtin University 
Master Plan 2014

The goal of the master plan is to set in place a vision and supporting strategies to guide the 
transformation of the current University from an isolated suburban campus into a major node of 
activity.

Curtin University’s existing sport and recreation facilities play an important role in catering for the 
community both within Curtin and the wider region.

Curtin Stadium accommodates a range of community activities, such as indoor ball games and 
fitness classes for a range of age groups, including the elderly. The venue is able to be configured to 
accommodate a show court holding up to 2,000 spectators.

The University’s existing outdoor facilities host a range of community sporting groups, including 
rugby league, soccer, cricket, and Gaelic football. The facilities also host a number of other 
community events, including cultural festivals and charity events.

There is great potential to build on the existing partnerships and activities, and enhance the quality, 
efficiency and functionality of the existing facilities to accommodate more activities, establish new 
partnerships and develop synergies between sport and health science research and training.

The establishment of an integrated bus and light rail network to Greater Curtin will amplify the 
productivity benefits associated with Perth’s specialised activity centres.

The following opportunities have been identified:

New health buildings provide an innovative prestigious home for tertiary medical education.

Upgraded Perth Hockey Stadium provides a focus for elite sport.

Club and community sport is enhanced through the expansion of Curtin Stadium and establishment 
of high quality, flexible pitches for soccer, rugby league, hockey and cricket, replacing the Barblett and 
Edinburgh Ovals.

The anticipated land use adjacent to the Living Stream includes a focus on community facilities.

A nursery or community hall could occupy a building, spilling out and activating the adjacent public 
realm.

The Greater Curtin master plan provides a total of 96,534m² of active open space (including all turfed, 
artificial and sand surfaces). This is an increase of approximately 6,000m² from existing provisions 
(90,284m²), and has been achieved through the rationalisation of existing open space to develop a 
more efficient spatial plan.

Three sports hubs are proposed – two to the north, one to the south. The northern greens are located 
jointly with the existing sports stadium and hockey stadium to promote and foster Curtin’s alliance 
with Hockey WA and elite sport. The southern green provides residents and the wider community 
with immediate access to open space and maintains flexibility for two full size football ovals if 
required.

Town of Victoria 
Park Town 
Planning Scheme 
– Curtin Precinct

The Curtin Precinct will be consolidated as a major education precinct, comprising Curtin University 
of Technology, Bentley Campus of Technical and Further Education, Canning College, the Baptist 
Theological college, and technological research uses, together with major housing facilities for the 
aged at Swan Cottages and Rowethorpe, and a range of ancillary uses required to serve these major 
regional facilities. The area will also provide for specialised facilities and residential accommodation.

This area contains a number of specialised uses or regional significance operated by both the public 
and the private sector, and by welfare/charitable organisations. The area shall continue to house 
specialised uses that serve the metropolitan region and be consolidated as an area for aged persons 
accommodation and ancillary uses. Ancillary uses may include recreational facilities, hospital care 
and consulting rooms, local shops and restaurants. Any new uses proposed shall be of a similar 
public nature offering services to the metropolitan region.

Town of Victoria 
Park Town 
Planning Scheme 
– Burswood 
Peninsula Precinct

The Burswood Peninsula Precinct should continue to develop as a major regional recreation and 
entertainment area and as a premier tourist destination.
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Key Document Implications for Social Infrastructure 

Burswood 
Peninsula District 
Structure Plan

The community facilities identified as part of the structure plan for the Peninsula include:

Health services – local structure planning for the Peninsula should provide for establishment of 
health facilities where appropriate, to cater for population increases over time.

Aged care – proposed neighbourhood centres around Belmont Park should accommodate spaces 
and activities for ageing population, affordable office accommodation for not-for-profit organisation 
that service the elderly and neighbourhood based respite day care centres; local structure planning 
should provide for establishment of aged care facilities where appropriate.  

Schools – primary school will be required in the long term for Burswood peninsula, preferable located 
in proximity to public transport opportunities and sporting/ recreation facilities (two locations 
identified under the District Structure Plan).

Spaces for children and young people – needs of young people should be recognised in the planning 
for public spaces at the neighbourhood, district and regional levels, in accordance with Youth Needs 
Study and Youth Action Plan for the Town of Victoria Park.

Community and social infrastructure requirements include:

Provision of a range of facilities to cater for people of different abilities and cultural backgrounds

Spaces and places for interaction to promote social inclusion and connection

Services that provide support for individuals, families and groups

Services that provide passive and active recreational opportunities for all community sectors

Facilities that can provide a central location for service provision and/or community initiated activity

Visual markers of community identity including public art, streetscape, heritage, landscaping and 
gardens

Belmont Park 
Racecourse 
Redevelopment 
Structure Plan

While the structure plan identifies areas for residential, mixed use, commercial, retail and recreational 
land uses, no specific mention of community facilities is made. Social infrastructure is not part 
of the structural focus for the Racecourse redevelopment, although benefits from proposed 
public recreation and access to foreshore areas, as well as the acknowledgement of indigenous 
connections to the Swan River are intended.

Town of Victoria 
Park Town 
Planning Scheme 
– Carlisle Precinct, 
Welshpool 
Precinct

The Carlisle Precinct will remain a medium density residential area. Continued development of a 
range of dwelling types at this density is desirable given the proximity of the precinct to the city centre 
and good accessibility to a wide range of support facilities and regional transportation networks.

Land within these areas is vital to the residential amenity of the precinct and should continue to 
be used, maintained and enhanced primarily as parkland for passive recreational purposes while 
accommodating some community and active recreational facilities. 

The Welshpool Precinct shall continue to function as an industrial area, meeting the need for service 
industry in the inner areas of the city and close to the city centre.

The Welshpool Precinct is less suited to residential use by virtue of its industrial nature.

Non-industrial uses shall generally be discouraged from locating in this precinct except where they 
directly serve the area, or are to be incidental to a primary industrial use. Importantly, particular 
attention will be given to ensuring that the land uses respect the amenity of adjacent residential 
areas.
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Key Document Implications for Social Infrastructure 

Town of Victoria 
Park Town 
Planning Scheme 
– Shepperton 
Precinct,  Albany 
Highway Precinct, 
East Victoria Park 
Precinct

Carlisle Campus Of Technical And Further Education (Carlisle TAFE) - The Carlisle TAFE is a facility 
that draws students from a regional area, and it should continue in its present capacity. Any future 
development and/or expansion of the functions or population of the Campus will not be supported 
unless it is clear that no undue adverse impact on adjacent residential areas will result, there is no 
substantial loss of residential properties and adequate car parking can be provided.

Somerset Pool - The area shall continue to function in its present capacity as a community swimming 
pool with associated facilities. 

Community Node - Beatty Avenue Primary School And Future Road Reserve – This area shall remain 
an area for educational and recreational uses. The use of all facilities by both the primary school and 
the community as a whole will be encouraged. The interim use of the land set aside for the future 
Miller Street ramp for recreational/community use presents an opportunity to upgrade the land and to 
incorporate it with adjacent parklands. 

Town of Victoria 
Park Town 
Planning Scheme 
– Lathlain Precinct

The existing community facilities centred around Lathlain Place will be further consolidated as a 
cohesive community node.

Lathlain Precinct 
Redevelopment 
Project 

Perth Football Club Zone – This Zone includes the present Perth Football Club building and 
immediate surrounds. The building fulfils a variety of roles including football administration, training, 
functions and spectator facilities. The building was built in the late 1950s and is now out-of-step 
with contemporary facilities of its kind across metropolitan Perth. An opportunity exists to seek 
redevelopment of the site to complement the overall LPRP redevelopment, achieving more multi-
purpose and community focussed outcomes than is possible from the existing building.

Community Activity Zone – This Zone will be area for passive recreation. As an urban park, it will 
be a place to understand and relate to nature, whilst also being a place to recreate and socialise.  It 
will be a multi-use destination for the community with a range of things to do. Current works are 
underway to determine concept for the old Bowls Club and Tom Wright Park. West Coast Eagles 
Zone – A number of community facilities will be provided through the West Coast Eagles Zone. This 
Zone includes the West Coast Eagles new administration and training facilities. All other facilities and 
buildings within the zone are shared community facilities, including the Community Education Centre, 
the Community Events and Function Centre and the Interactive Sports and Cultural Centre. The new 
Community Education Centre will provide vital facilities for the delivery of community programs in 
partnership with the Town of Victoria Park, other community agencies and groups. It will also provide 
a new home for the nationally acclaimed Wirrpanda Foundation, which delivers a broad array of 
programs focusing on the wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

Lathlain Place Zone – Lathlain Place is the link between Lathlain Park, Rayment Park and Lathlain 
Primary School. The Lathlain Place Zone project provides a complete refresh of this street, making it 
an attractive, interesting and user-friendly area which is not just a thoroughfare, but a central point for 
the community to gather and participate in activities.    

Rayment Park Zone – Rayment Park sits adjacent to Lathlain Primary School and Lathlain Place, 
providing an enjoyable destination for families. The parkland will be enhanced with junior and senior 
playgrounds, a nature play area, a barbecue and seating area, toilet block, verge car parking and tree 
and understory planting.

Community Building Zone – The new Lathlain Community Building (Lathlain Community Centre) is a 
purpose built facility for the Lathlain Carlisle Playgroup, Carlisle Victoria Park Toy Library and Child & 
Adolescent Health. The facility has no space for hire for community groups. 

Scouts Building Zone – This Zone will consist of an amenity upgrade to the existing Scout Hall on Lot 
61 Lathlain Place to provide an updated space for the community groups operating there.

West Coast Eagles Community Benefit Strategy: As part of the West Coast Eagles (WCE) lease 
arrangement the WCE are required to deliver a Community Benefits Delivery program. The 
Community Benefits Delivery program is in lieu of wholly commercial transaction for the Club’s tenure 
at Lathlain Park. Under the terms of the lease agreement the tenant (WCE) must deliver benefits that 
enable local community development through lifelong learning, empowerment, increasing access 
and inclusion, leadership and collaboration.
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Key Document Implications for Social Infrastructure 

Town of Victoria 
Park Town 
Planning Scheme 
– McCallum 
Precinct, Raphael 
Precinct, Victoria 
Park Precinct

The McCallum Precinct’s role as a major node of recreational and leisure activity, with adjacent 
commercial and residential uses will be enhanced. Further development will also serve to enhance 
and promote the precinct as a tourist attraction on the basis of its waterfront setting.
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Facilities and services audit maps
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Community 
Consultation on Social 
Infrastructure Needs 
As part of the Victoria Park Social Community 
Infrastructure Plan, consultation and engagement with 
community members and groups, service providers, 
state agencies and council was undertaken (refer to 
Consultation Summary Report).  It should also be 
acknowledged that at the time of this study a number 
of other consultation process were either taking place 
or had recently been completed. These have also been 
summarised and used to inform this study where 
appropriate. 

The following provides a summary of the key themes 
that have emerged from the consultation process.  It 
should be noted that the following are views of some 
memebrs of the community and do not necessarily 
reflect the view of the Town and the community as a 
whole

Perceptions of Social Infrastructure 
Needs  

 » There is a perceived need for more affordable and 
appropriate community meeting spaces in the Town 
with suggestions that existing facilities are limited in 
availability and size. 

 » There is a perceived need for more recreational 
facilities and outdoor spaces specifically for parks, 
playgrounds, dog parks and community passive 
recreation. 

 » There is a perceived need for low cost or free 
facilities and spaces, specifically for children and 
teenagers such as free entry for young children at 
Aqualife. 

 » Many commented on the need to upgrade/
modernise and expand some existing facilities 
such as Leisurelife, Aqualife, Library and kids play 
equipment.

 » There is a perceived need for more/expanded 
education facilities and services in ToVP due to 
existing facilities being highly used.

 » A perceived need to expand the current arts and 
cultural facilities in ToVP to incorporate museum, 
heritage and gallery spaces. 

 » Perceived unmet needs or gaps in current provision 
identified by the community included a business/
incubator hub, a library facility at Lathlain, child care, 
community town centre, theatre and services for 
homelessness and young people. 

 » Cultural facilities that were identified as missing in 
the ToVP included a museum, theatre, art gallery and 
bigger arts centre. 

 » A number of responses indicated that access to 
good quality public schools in ToVP was an issue.

 » Various community spaces were identified as 
lacking in ToVP including a community hall or centre 
for use by the community and a gathering and 
function space. 

 » Community gardens were identified by a number of 
respondents as lacking in the ToVP. 

 » Public and Active Transport such as walking/bike 
paths, bus service.

 » Sport and Recreation facilities such as an artificial 
hockey turf, community tennis court, dog park.

 » Targeted support services such as women’s health 
centre, homeless shelter and more activities for 
parents with young children as well as a hangout 
space for youth were noted as facilities and services 
lacking in ToVP.
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Opportunities within Existing Facilities 

The following comments were made in relation to 
existing community facilities and how they can be 
improved or used differently:

 » Limited use of the Lathlain Community Centre for 
community groups other than for existing tenants of 
the space. 

 » Revitalisation and upgrading of Aqualife as well as 
affordability to use the facility were raised as issues. 

 » The need to upgrade Leisurelife and look at opportunities 
for further and extended use of the facility.

 » Existing playgrounds require upgrading with 
consideration given to nature and adventure play. 

 » Improvements and increased utilisation of existing parks.

 » New facilities and spaces such as a town centre and 
a multipurpose community centre

 » Edward Millen House is underutilised with 
opportunities for further use. 

 » The Library is small and needs to be expanded and 
modernised. 

 » The existing Art Centre requires upgrading to 
broaden programs. 

 » Opportunities to enhance the utilisation of the MiniLab. 

 » Improvements to the skatepark at John Bisset Reserve.

Many existing facilities are dated and 
underutilised and require re-purposing 
to meet community needs now and into 
the future.

A strong theme that has emerged from the focus 
groups discussions is the need to better utilise existing 
facilities in the ToVP. Many participants indicated that 
existing facilities such as the Leisurelife Centre could 
be used as a multipurpose community hub. It was 
commented that the Leisurelife centre is underutilised 
e.g. kitchen is hardly used and there are opportunities 
to repurpose facility to meet community needs. The 
Harold Hawthorne (seniors centre), Higgins Park Tennis 
hall, and the PCYC which has been recently renovated 
with vacant rooms, are other facilities that have been 
identified as not used much. 

Suggestions for current or future opportunities:

 » Need to “sweat the asset” – that is, ensure high 
utilisation rates across a range of potential groups / 
users, a function of coordination and networking. 

 » Work with community groups (especially vulnerable 
groups such as CALD community) and others to 
identify opportunities to align community need, 
infrastructure availability, and cost/sustainability. For 
example, Leisurelife facilities such as the kitchen for 
provision of meals and training), Ed McMillan House, 
Small theatre venues, Artist studios, Satellite spaces, 
Family and children’s centres.

 » Closure of arts spaces (gallery, art space, theatre) 
throughout Perth generally which means we need to 
be more creative in how we can use existing spaces 
such as utilising bar spaces, fringe venues etc.

 » Review the rates and charges for use of ToVP 
facilities, particularly for not-for-profit or community 
groups providing services to vulnerable or 
marginalised peoples such as the homeless. 

 » Look at opportunities with Curtin University and the 
use of their facilities and spaces.

Lack of knowledge in relation to existing 
facilities and services in the ToVP 
including lack of networking between 
service providers and organisations.

A consistent theme raised was the lack of coordinated 
information about all the community services and 
facilities that are within the ToVP. The example was 
provided where there is no go-to place to find out 
information such as services available, venues for hire, 
what’s on, bus timetable etc. It was suggested that 
there is also a lack of networking amongst service 
providers and organisations in the community which 
has led to a lack of coordination in service delivery. 
It was acknowledged that building relationships and 
networking with various organisations was of benefit 
however due to time and resources this has not been 
done well in the past. Some commented that this could 
be a role for Council to coordinate network meetings 
etc. The comment was made that ToVP operates like 
“an island”, with little internal or external engagement.

Suggestions for current or future opportunities:

 » Council provide an online portal to facilitate community 
networking, information sharing, event advertising, etc. 
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 » Curtin University confirmed that they have many 
spaces for hire and hope to host community events 
on campus for free. A focus for the University is to 
have activity after hours and during students free 
times/weekends/semester break etc. 

 » The ToVP could benefit from networking with 
government entities such as Centrelink to maintain a 
pulse on who is moving into the area. 

Look at opportunities beyond 
government owned facilities such as 
commercial and private spaces to meet 
community needs. 

It was suggested that there may be opportunities 
for Council to acquire/lease space from third party 
providers such as private and commercial venues for 
community use. This was seen as a good alternative to 
building new facilities.  

Suggestions for current or future opportunities:

 » The Visibility WA Centre has spare capacity and was 
highlighted as a potential opportunity 

 » An opportunity was raised in relation to Curtin 
University and the use of facilities on the campus for 
community use.

Expansion of existing art facilities and 
creating an arts corridor along Kent 
Street 

The existing art centre on Kent Street was identified 
as a facility that could be expanded into an arts and 
cultural hub similar to the Fremantle Arts Centre. It was 
commented that the arts centre needs more space 
considering the growth of the town and its current full 
capacity. There are opportunities to create a multi-
use centre incorporating performing arts, music as 
well as visual arts etc. Edward Millen House was 
identified as an opportunity site for expansion of arts 
centre. However, it was noted that, the Edward Millen 
Site requires significant investment in capital works 
before it would be suitable for community use. Advice 
received from Council indicate that it is likely the Town 
will contract a commercial operator on a long-term 
lease in the Rotunda building on the site in order to 
pay for the capital works required. That said, there are 
opportunities for community use of the site that don’t 
involve the Rotunda building.

Suggestions for current or future opportunities:

 » The vision for arts and culture in ToVP is to create an 
arts corridor/spine with satellite spaces linking into 
other cultural spaces such as the library and outdoor 
spaces e.g. markets, amphitheatre. 

Expansion of existing library and a need 
for a library shopfront at Burswood 

The library has occupied the site for 22 years and the 
current location does not meet the contemporary 
expectations of a council library. For example, there 
is a need for a separate space for the computer bank 
and more power points as well as a space for the junior 
library. There is no interactive space. The front door 
does not meet requirements for disability access. 
There is no Wi-Fi outside of the building and physical 
connection to the outside space is poor. There is only 
one toilet. The library reports that a new eight-person 
meeting space will be available for community use 
from July 2017. The library has a good relationship 
with schools to ensure that children are exposed 
to the library and they join the library early in their 
reading careers. The library is proximate to both Curtin 
University and the Kent Street Senior High School. 
While it is at a good location in proximity to these 
educational institutions as well as the shopping centre, 
the facility itself is criticised by community members 
as inadequate to meet current needs. The library uses 
the Leisurelife Centre for larger events which cannot be 
held at the library due to size constraints. 

Suggestions for current or future opportunities:

 » A second library in Burswood maybe needed to cater 
for the expected growth in the area.

 » Need a new purpose built library for today’s needs 
(possibly doubling the current space) collocated with 
other services, have flexible community space

 » Need better book system e.g. RFID, could reduce 
clerk staff or front desk

 » More power points for people who want to charge 
their devices

 » Need an interactive space – could be outdoors

 » Outdoor space is not good. Can be a part of library. 
Should be able to use Wi-Fi outside when it is a nice 
day
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Decrease funding and lack of certainty 
around leases, reliance on volunteers 
and lack of resources 

For some service providers the lack of recurrent 
funding and decreasing funding has led to uncertainty 
around service delivery moving forward. Adding to this 
is the uncertainty around services that are currently 
operating from a council space and who are on a short 
term lease arrangement. It was commented that the 
current arrangement of 1 year leases leaves service 
providers and organisations very vulnerable due to 
not being able to access grants because of minimum 
requirement for funding being 5 years. 

Several groups discussed the challenge of long-term 
planning under current uncertainties. For example, 
the disabilities and aged care sectors are undergoing 
substantial structural adjustment following the 
introduction of NDIS. Issues of deficient or uncertain 
infrastructure compound these challenges. 

The Billabong Childcare Centre is facing an uncertain 
future as while the land is owned by Council, the 
building is owned by the Department of Communities 
and the Department has now ceased all funding to 
community child care centres. This means that building 
maintenance costs are currently carried by the centre’s 
budget and there is little possibility of any major repairs 
to the building due to financial constraints. The future 
occupancy of the building is not certain but the demand 
for the service is very high and the current site is highly 
suitable with proximity to the local state school and 
shops. There is little capacity for physical expansion of 
the centre on the current site though the service could 
expand to take more children (there is a long wait list) 
and deliver before and after school care as well. This 
is a dilemma. The centre has been negotiating with 
Council about this uncertainty and working with Council 
to find a solution for the future of the service.

Suggestions for current or future opportunities:

 » Improved networking to enable cross-group 
advertising and support could help offset current 
and future challenges. 

Improvements in youth focused 
facilities (with particular focus on young 
adults / teens)

A number of participants stated there are no 
entertainment venues for youth – no bowling alleys, 
cinemas, nothing for them to do or places to go 
(notwithstanding sports complexes). Youth in ToVP 
desperately need “a third place”, somewhere other 
than work/school and home that is safe, supportive, 
and that can provide youth with both leisure and skill 
development. There are opportunities for “pop-up” 
facilities and events with a youth focus (similarly 
disabled) but this is inhibited by a lack of funding. 

There’s little to no advertising of the facilities that are 
available to allow for visibility and outreach (as noted 
above). The scouts, for example, have limited funding 
for outreach. This coupled with uncertainty on their 
lease condition in Lathlain, makes it is difficult to plan 
and invest in the future and hold onto teens. 

Suggestions for current or future opportunities:

 » ToVP could consider opportunities to engage 
proactively and creatively with youth. Youth forums 
tend to focus on the highly capable youth. This 
needs to be balanced with avenues of engagement 
with marginalised or disadvantaged youth. A 
suggestion was made that ToVP could provide seed 
funding grants to enable networking and connecting 
pipelines with a youth focus. The view was that 
investment today will reflect positively in the future. 

 » As noted above, the ToVP could play a role in 
promoting whole-of-community networking in 
support of youth connectivity and opportunity 
across multiple levels – the corporate sector, small 
business, parents, children, and schools (similarly 
for disabled to enable employment and skill 
development opportunities).

 » Council needs to develop a consistent message 
around youth involvement across the Council, 
supported by a youth focused communications 
strategy. Invest in the next economy and build 
adaptiveness, basic workplace skills, and 
entrepreneurial capacities. 

 » Youth from domestic violence contexts are 
particularly vulnerable. Transitioning centres are 
needed to assist young people at risk or from 
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troubled families. Such centres can aid youth 
transition from at-risk situations back into education, 
overcome social phobias, and potentially establish 
mentor relationships with positive adult roll-models. 

Alternative education for at risk youth

There is an issue in ToVP in relation to youth with 
complex needs, with some stakeholders suggesting 
that there is a need for preventative strategies such 
as alternative education. There is need for alternative 
pathways for disengaged youth to access education 
and employment opportunities. It was commented that 
traditional education models are not working for some 
and that schools are not equipped to deal with young 
people who present with complex needs e.g. trauma, 

 » RootsTV are looking to develop a youth hub 
(although located in the City of Belmont will also 
service the ToVP). The youth hub would be opened 
to all young people and would include a hangout 
area, service and referral services for young people, 
education and training support for disengaged youth. 

 » Supporting services such as Community Care 
Academy who fund alternative education but have 
limited space/capacity 

 » Introducing chaplain services at schools to provide 
assistance for young kids with trauma, Kent Street 
Senior High School is a good example of a school 
that has implemented chaplaincy services as well as 
other initiatives to support kids at risk. 

Mental health / homelessness / 
domestic violence

Mental health and homelessness is increasing across 
the age ranges with some distinctive challenges: 

 – Youth: there is a growing cohort of children in 
households with drug and alcohol abuse, leading to 
a second generation / cycle of youth with complex 
needs. This cohort needs to be factored into social 
infrastructure planning due to increasing incidents of 
depression, boredom, dis-empowerment, and social 
inactivity which will have long term implications for 
both the individual and the community of TovP. 

 – Entrenched homeless vs circumstantial homeless: 
There are two types of homeless – people who 
are born into it, and people who are there because 
of circumstances. The latter can climb out of 

homelessness if given the chance but there is 
nowhere to go unless they are drug or alcohol 
dependent, and nowhere for families. Since 
the Christian Centre for Social Action closed in 
December 2016, there is nowhere for homeless to 
go during the day. Homeless persist in gravitating to 
the Christian Centre for Social Action knowing that it 
is no longer open simply because there is nowhere 
else to go. This fuels the aggression and hunger 
due to a sense of displacement. ToVP can expect 
homelessness to worsen in the future as homeless 
gravitate to ToVP from the city (they will not go to 
Subiaco).

 – Middle-aged women: There’s increasing numbers of 
middle-aged women who are homeless. The current 
conditions and lack of services and facilities means 
they are very unsafe. 

The problem will only get worse with the predicted 
population growth. Recognising the issue and doing 
something about it is the only way forward. Domestic 
violence is similarly escalating, in part driven by alcohol 
and drugs. There are no multicultural services for 
domestic violence. CALD women in particular are very 
isolated. 

Suggestions for current or future opportunities:

 » Consolidation of funding is required – currently too 
widespread across groups and agencies. 

 » The homeless do not need state-of-the-art facilities, 
just somewhere to go that is clean and safe. The 
vacant industrial buildings in Bentley/Welshpool 
Road provide an opportunity for short-term 
homeless accommodation.

Seniors / aging population / disabilities

Issues facing seniors and the disabled are likely to 
grow significantly in the coming years with the growth 
in this segment of the community. Future facilities 
and infrastructure must be accessible and able 
to accommodate increasing needs of people with 
dementia. This includes enabling access to services 
and developments such as provision of a localised 
“cat” style service. Alternatively, enable developments 
that are within walking distance of communities will be 
important – small niche services, not just hubs. 

As with other groups (e.g. youth and homeless) a lack 
of a drop-in centre, or place to go during the day, in the 
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ToVP was noted as a significant gap in current amenity. 
The disabled need safe places to go during the day 
to comfortably associate with people facing similar 
challenges. 

Suggestions for current or future opportunities:

 » Future developments must factor in improved 
parking. Older people can’t walk far, and existing infill 
housing is already increasing the number of cars and 
reducing parking. 

 » Council should consider undertaking annualised 
disability audits – recruit disabled people to 
undertake these audits and report against 
accessibility, quality and integrated of disabled 
access and facilities. Similarly, Disability Access 
Inclusion Plans should be incorporated into plans to 
ensure developers are held accountable for access 
requirements. 

Enable open spaces / green spaces to 
offset increasing housing density

Planning for increasing population needs to factor 
in more communal, safe open spaces such as well-
maintained parks and community gardens. In addition, 

Suggestions for current or future opportunities:

 » Existing green space that could be significantly 
improved for amenity and inclusion are the river 
foreshore – a great asset but currently underutilised 
and poorly kept compared to the adjacent Burswood 
and City of South Perth foreshores. 

 » Addition of a kiosk and some amenity improvements 
could provide a significantly improved venue for the 
community. 

Give significant but vulnerable 
segments of the community a “voice”

Comments were made across the majority of focus 
groups and theme areas that vulnerable or at-risk 
segments of the community are rarely consulted and 
lack a “voice” in decisions affecting their wellbeing. This 
was particularly noted in respect to the aged, youth, 
disabled and multicultural.    

Suggestions for current or future opportunities:

 » A non-government organisation that is doing 
some work in this space is RootsTV. RootsTV is a 
community based YouTube Channel that provides a 

platform and voice for community groups (mostly at 
risk youth) to connect with each other. 

Look at opportunities for shared use 
of facilities, one-stop-shops, hubs and 
collocation of complimentary services.

A number of stakeholders commented on the need 
for one stop shops and community hubs for service 
providers to co-locate as a possible solution to better 
co-ordinate services (issue identified above). 

Suggestions for current and future opportunities:

 » Look at opportunities and encourage the model 
of Child & Parent Centres in Schools in ToVP, this 
is a model currently being supported through 
the Department of Education for disadvantaged 
communities.

 » Look at opportunities to encourage Community 
Language Schools in primary schools to support 
families from CALD backgrounds.    

 » A Learning Centre incorporating short courses, 
English classes, community learning etc was seen as 
an opportunity for ToVP.

 » A Lottery West House for service providers to 
operate from with facilities such as training rooms 
and community space for hire was seen as an 
opportunity.

 » Innovation Hub to support local business innovation, 
share ideas and bring different cultures together 

 » A performing arts centre with theatre space and 
exhibition space.





Appendix 4
Grants and funding



32 Town of Victoria Park Social Infrastructure Plan | August 2017

Agency Grant Program Activities that will be considered/supported Funding Available

Lotterywest Big Ideas  – Assets that will significantly add to WA’s social, natural, and built 
features that add value to WA and benefits many people over a 
long period of time

 – Large scale projects that have a major community impact

Unknown

Lotterywest Projects  – creating and exploring opportunities,
 – addressing community issues and disadvantage, or
 – raising community awareness

Project costs can include:

 – equipment or supplies, including lease costs
 – time-limited project administration and operating costs, including 

wages
 – professional fees
 – travel
 – capital costs (depending on the length of the project and the need 

and benefit of the items)

Unknown

Lotterywest Community 
& workplace 
buildings

 – Purchase of a building or, construction, fit-out and/or renovations 
to a building. This can be to house organisations delivering 
services to the community or providing community meeting 
places or to co-locate multiple community service organisations

 – We will consider supporting long term leasing costs where 
this will more effectively meet accommodation needs for a 
community service or multiple services

Unknown

Lotterywest Community 
spaces outdoor

 – Creation of skate parks
 – Development of playgrounds
 – Memorials marking our culture, heritage and community 

sentiment
 – Design of community gardens to promote sustainable living
 – Earthworks, play equipment and shade facilities
 – Temporary infrastructure that may make public spaces more 

welcoming for people

Unknown

Appendix 4 Table 1 Available grants and funding 
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Agency Grant Program Activities that will be considered/supported Funding Available

Department 
of Culture & 
the Arts

Creative 
Development

 – Grants are available for a range of projects and activities 
intended to advance the creative, professional and skills 
development goals of emerging and established artists, creative 
industry professionals, arts workers, groups, businesses and 
organisations.

Unknown

Department 
of Culture & 
the Arts

Commercial 
Development

 – Grants are available for a range of project or activities undertake 
with the objective of:

 – increasing sales or business revenue;
 – building audiences or client bases;
 – accessing new markets or increasing market share;
 – promoting or strengthening business/brand profile; or
 – developing strategic business or commercial significance

Unknown

Department 
of Sport and 
Recreation

Community 
Participation 
Funding

 – Funding initiatives that target low participation groups 
including Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CaLD), Aboriginal 
communities and people with a disability.

 – Projects need to increase participation in sport and active 
recreation or develop the skills of the people involved in your 
organisation or local community.

$1000–$5000

Department 
of Sport and 
Recreation

Community 
Sporting Club 
Equipment 
Subsidy 
Scheme

 – The Community Sporting Club Equipment Subsidy Scheme 
provides valuable assistance to local sporting clubs in Western 
Australia to help increase and upgrade shared sporting equipment 
for club members.

$500 towards 
shared sporting 
equipment
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Agency Grant Program Activities that will be considered/supported Funding Available

Department 
of Sport and 
Recreation

Community 
Sporting and 
Recreation 
Facilities Fund 
(CSRFF)

 – The purpose Community Sporting and Recreation Facilities 
Fund (CSRFF) is to provide Western Australian Government 
financial assistance to community groups and local government 
authorities to develop basic infrastructure for sport and 
recreation.

 – The program aims to increase participation in sport and 
recreation, with an emphasis on physical activity, through rational 
development of sustainable, good quality, well-designed and well-
utilised facilities.

 – Priority will be given to projects that lead to facility sharing and 
rationalisation. Multi-purpose facilities reduce infrastructure 
required to meet similar needs and increase sustainability.

 – The type of projects which will be considered for funding include:
 – Change rooms and ablutions.
 – Clubrooms including social space, kitchen, administration areas 

and viewing areas. Please note that these areas have a minimal 
impact on physical activity and would be considered a lower 
priority.

 – Floodlighting projects.
 – New Playing surfaces—ovals, courts synthetic surfaces etc.
 – Resurfacing of existing sports surfaces. It is expected that facility 

managers will budget for these items as part of the ongoing 
operation of the facility, frequently over 7 to 10 years, and will be 
considered a low priority for funding. If supported a resurfacing 
project may attract a reduced funding percentage.

 – Sports storage.

$12 million

Department 
of Sport and 
Recreation

Youth 
Engagement 
Scheme

 – The Youth Engagement Scheme will enable organisations to 
target disengaged youth by assisting them to connect with 
their community through a range of sport and active recreation 
activities. These activities are required to be provided in safe 
environments with mentors and leaders experienced in working 
with disengaged youth. Programs are required to increase 
participation in physical activity and offer volunteer and 
leadership opportunities to increase capability, build resilience 
and sustainability.

 – Programs will seek to increase participation in physical activity 
and offer volunteer and leadership opportunities to increase 
capability, build resilience and sustainability.

 – The target group is disengaged youth aged 8 to 18 years residing 
in lower socio-economic areas in metropolitan and regional 
locations.

Unknown
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Agency Grant Program Activities that will be considered/supported Funding Available

Department 
of Local 
Government & 
Communities

Youth  – Develop projects that encourage young people to get involved in 
innovative and challenging community projects and activities. 
Projects must benefit young people between 12-25 years.

 – Encourage young people to participate in and contribute to all 
aspects of community life

 – Provide opportunities for young people to learn and develop life 
skills to help them get to where they want to be

 – Promote and/or create environments and accessible options to 
keep young people well and promote lifelong healthy lifestyles

$5,000

Australian 
Men’s Shed 
Association

National Shed 
Development 
Programme 
(NSDP) – Shed 
Grants

 – Tools, Equipment, Community Projects & Training
 – Building Maintenance & Development- Funding to be used for 

improvements, modifications or refurbishment to an existing 
building or space to allow for the operation of the Men’s Shed. 
Note: the building of a new shed or premises is not supported 
under this Programme

 – Health Improvement Activities-Assistance with costs incurred 
for the delivery men’s health screening programmes, activities 
that advance health and well-being of their male members, costs 
to attend health focussed events and education programmes, 
planning and delivery of regional Men’s Health events, health 
resources

 –  

Max $10,000

Australian 
Government, 
Department 
of 
Infrastructure 
& Regional 
Development

Stronger 
Communities 
Program

 – Fund small capital projects which will deliver social benefits $5,000 - $20,000

or

$150,000 per 
electorate/ year 
for 2 years

 




