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1. In terms of the Security System, is it something the Town recommends or the 

Police? 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – Yes, we absolutely recommend it. The Police did an 

interesting project where they interviewed offenders at the East Perth lockup and 

asked them what deterred them from breaking into homes, and home alarms was 

number one, a dog number two, security screens came in at number three and CCTV 

was number four. Protecting your homes is a great way to protect your house and 

your neighbourhood overall. If your neighbourhood gets a reputation as being a 

hard target, opportunistic offenders will not go there.  

 

Police – When it comes to prosecuting, we need all the evidence we can get. CCTV is 

good, because it gives us the evidence we need to progress to prosecution. 

 

2. Do you only give grants to the front properties? 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – Yes, for the CCTV Partnership Program it is the front 

property, however, if you are a rear property with a laneway, or if you overlook a 

park, sump or any other public area, I will try my best, but I need to make sure that 

it is a good use of that funding.  

 

3. How was this session advertised? 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – The Town advertised the whole program in the 

newspaper. We have a page on our website and we shared it to a variety of social 

media groups. 

 

4. Crime and graffiti vandalism –  can we have motion-detector cameras installed on 

the overpass? 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – I am not 100% sure who the owners of that space 

are. Getting a motion detected CCTV system there would require a bit of 

investigation, but I am happy to chat to the PTA, or maybe the Main roads about it. 

In terms of the graffiti vandalism, they have planted creeper vines to try and deter 

offenders, but they usually just spray over them, which is very disappointing. The 



Town has a variety of partnerships with property owners around there, which 

captures that location and it is very useful for our investigation.  

 

 

5. The overpass from Rivervale to Lathlain is like a thoroughfare, which causes crime 

in the area, so is there any monitoring of that area, because this might help with 

prosecution?  

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – We had a meeting with the City of Belmont and they 

are investigating on their end and they have a more established council owned 

network. We have been doing a variety of letterbox drops and are trying to get 

systems installed through our CCTV Partnership Program around that area. There 

are some properties around there that have cameras overlooking the street and the 

footpath, which would capture people coming through and assist with 

investigations. 

 

 

6. What are the most common crimes in Lathlain? 

 

Police – Stealing from motor vehicles is the most significant crime, however, it has 

dropped significantly. Over a five-year average there is about 57 per year and 

currently it is 32. A lot of these crimes are opportunistic and things that get reported 

stolen include handbags, purses, jewellery, iPads, and mobiles – things of value. 

There has been a 44% drop in the number of stealing from motor vehicles and that 

is our biggest issue in Lathlain. There is also a problem with burglaries in the area, 

but we have a fairly good arrest rate for burglars with the use of DNA, CCTV and new 

forensic opportunities, which definitely improve not only our arrest rate, but also 

our prosecution rate. 

 

 

7. Are the parking issues in Lathlain being addressed? Is there more parking going to 

be implemented in the future? 

 

Senior Place Leader – There is some work being done to try and look at how to 

manage the impact from the ovals. We have a special community engagement 

website called ‘Your Thoughts’ where you can find information about upcoming 

projects and share your ideas and provide us with your feedback. If you are not on 

the web, please contact the Council and ask to talk to the Project Officer and they 

would be more than happy to talk to you over the phone and explain how to get 

involved, or they can email you a survey. We also have a bike plan to improve the 

cycle network and environment. 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer  – Through our Integrated Movement Network 

Strategy, we discourage people from parking their cars and blocking the street. 



Metronet is going to significantly change that rail line and encourage alternative 

ways of transport. 

 

 

8. Is there going to be an increase in Police control and can we allocate more 

resources? 

 

Police – We base our resource allocation on the reporting that comes in. Every shift 

when Sergeants come in, we sit down and have a Google map like program for 

offences and intel and see what is going on in that area. It depends a lot on what is 

getting reported through Crime Stoppers as well – we rely heavily on reports.  

 

 

9. Do we have any Security patrols in Vic Park and if not, are there any future plans 

to do this? 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – No, the Town does not operate a security patrol 

service. All our operational staff are encouraged through the “Eyes on the Street” 

program to report any suspicious activity they witness when they are out. At this 

stage there is no future plan to do this. The council have considered it a few times, 

and so when the Council have considered security patrols, they look at the cost and 

impact of implementing such a service (cost-benefit analysis) – it is a balancing act. 

 

 

10. How many cars does Belmont have? 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – I can ask them, but I think it is two active cars at one 

time, but they operate at a 24/7-security patrol. 

 

11. What is being done about the rat running and speeding issues in the area? 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – It is a tricky issue and it happens to almost all 

residential streets in the Town and it is a real balancing act to keep everyone happy. 

The Town does implement the Black Spot program that targets those road locations 

where serious accidents are occurring. There are also a whole variety of treatments 

around Lathlain – give way signs, speed bumps etc. 

 

12. Have any of the other safety sessions had any ideas we can use? 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – The Victoria Park session that we ran last week at 

Perron Place, I had an email from one person who attended saying that they were 

keen to set up a Neighbourhood Watch Group. Residents can come together and 



hold regular meetings to address any local crime and safety issues in the area and 

generate possible solutions to these problems. 

 

13. How do Neighbourhood Watch groups operate these days? 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – There was that old model of Neighbourhood Watch 

where you had your Street and Neighbourhood Representative, and this was very 

structured and regimented. With this new model, it is about getting to know your 

neighbours and arranging meetings to discuss crime and safety issues, and come up 

with priorities that you can propose to the Town and your State Representative. It is 

quite flexible now, so you can meet as often or as little as you want – weekly or 

monthly. It is completely up to the community what it looks like.  

 

14. Are you still going to support the Christmas Street Party this year? 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – Yes, the Street Meet ‘n’ Greet’ program is still going 

ahead. You can apply to have a get-together or close the street to have an event.  

 

15. If someone you do not recognise is walking down the street, should you report it? 

 

Police – You are more than welcome to report that there is someone who looks or is 

acting suspicious. It is difficult, because a lot of the time it depends on where we are 

and it might be a priority three or four job compared to our other jobs, and so we 

will attend the top priority jobs first. It might take us 30 mins or more to attend and 

by then that suspicious person has left. Obviously if you see someone looking into 

cars or behaving suspiciously then definitely call us. That is why the CCTV 

Partnership Program is a great initiative to better protect your property and for our 

investigative actions. 

 

16. Who do we get in touch with about installing a stop/slow down sign? 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officer – You can email the Town and if you have records of it 

and when these speeding incidents have occurred, this will be very useful for us and 

for the Police. 

 

17. Do Police patrols rotate suburbs? 

 

Police – Everyday we do a crime review over what has happened over the last 24hrs 

and on a Monday we look at what has happened in the past week and over the 

weekend. We look at crime trends and what is going on. Lathlain might get three or 



four burglaries and a few stealing from motor vehicle incidents in one period, 

however, when we look at the crimes over the week or month, we see nothing 

significant.  

 

18. Do houses that are getting broken into have Security Systems? 

 

Police – People are not being careful, especially leaving their valuables in their cars. 

If there is underreporting, we do not know what is going on and we cannot take 

further action. We see Facebook groups raising these issues, but when we look it up, 

we see that only two offences have occurred within that week and people on 

Facebook are saying that it is happening every day. Social media is a great platform 

for disseminating information, but we need to careful about how we use that 

information and not take it for gospel. We need to make sure people are reporting. 

 

 

19. How much hooning is reported in the area? 

 

Police – We get speeding, but we do not get a lot of complaints about burnouts – it 

does not pop up as a major problem in the area. 

  

 


