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1. I report on a regular basis to the Crime Stoppers over a suspicious house and 

potential stolen cars parked at this house and it was obvious to me that they do 

not belong to these people. All I was told was that it has not been reported as a 

stolen vehicle. These people apparently took the stolen car to a park and lit the car 

on fire. How can this happen? 

 

Police – It is difficult for me to comment on specific circumstances depending on the 

surrounding circumstances, however, if a crime has been committed, you do not 

report to Crime Stoppers, you report to the Police. Crime Stoppers is an intelligence 

based system, so as the reports go into that intelligence system, the analysts at our 

intelligence unit collate that information and if that vehicle is coming up regularly at 

known drug locations, prostitution houses or whatever it may be in the district, that 

will come up in our system and alert us. I cannot say whether that vehicle on your 

Street was blown up. I am not sure, and I do not know the circumstances, but 

burning vehicles is a common way of claiming insurance and covering up the crime. 

Sorry I cannot comment on specific cases. 

 

 

2. Many of the troubled houses in the Canning and Town of Victoria Park parts of St 

James are fortified with illegally erected structures, so what is each Council doing 

to remove these fences and extensions? 

 

Safer Neighbourhoods Officer – When we get non-compliance building reports to 

the Town, our Planning Compliance Officer tries to gather as much evidence as 

possible. The Town then issues a notice to the property owner saying these are 

unapproved buildings and they give them a make good time period – 28 days to 

make good or remove it. If they do not comply, the Town can then begin the 

prosecution process to issue them an infringement for non-compliance with that 

make good order. At the end of the day, all the Town can do is prosecute for fines, 

and if the property owner does not care about those fines that is the end of Victoria 

Park’s compliance option. They receive a debt and it goes on their title and it is a 

caveat on their property. There is a fines enforcement the Town can undertake to 

get a debt allocated to their property, so that if they decide to sell their property, 

the fine comes out of that sale cost.  Overall, the main compliance mechanism for 

the Town is prosecution for a fine. 

 

Police – There is new legislation coming through in relation to gangs and large drug 

gang operations and it is going to enable Police to do a significant amount of things, 

and included in that is some fortification related matters particularly targeting gangs 

and bikies, so if they are related gangs or bikies, then they will certainly be torn 



down. They are not allowed to wear club colours, or even ride on the road together 

in public. These new tough bikie laws may alleviate some form of the fortification 

issues.  

 

Do these fortifications fall into mantraps? If these fortifications form in such a way 

that they are designed to hurt people, then it might fall into mantraps and the police 

can get involved. 

 

 

3. What is the communication between the Police, Department of Housing and the 

Town, because we have a local drug dealer near our house and they constantly get 

raided, so does the Department of Housing know about this and do you guys know 

about this issue? 

 

Police – I cannot say what the Department of Housing know, but they do have 

access to computer-aided dispatch, so they can go and see how many times Police 

have attended. So, if an address has been attended to repeatedly, the Department 

of Housing will be are aware of that, because they have access to our attendance. 

They do not get the details of the attendance, but they do know that we are going 

there constantly. If other residents are putting in complaints to the Department of 

Housing about that address and they have got massive amounts of Police 

attendance, then they may action this. 

 

Safer Neighbourhoods Officer – The Department of Housing is bound by the 

Residential Tenancies Act just like any landlord and they get one shot to take that 

tenant to the Magistrates court to cancel their tenancy. It is terrible and I really 

appreciate you coming along and raising this issue. I will chat to them further and try 

to get something to happen. 

 

 

4. There has been some brazen behaviour and we have noticed that CCTV and sensor 

lights do not deter people from jumping over fences. It has been happening every 

week and we are getting very frustrated. It is difficult because it is always a 

different group of people every week. 

 

Safer Neighbourhoods Officer –  I can imagine that being very frustrating for you. 

The majority of crime in the town and this district and the Canning district, is 

opportunistic crime, but there will be people that are motivated offenders, and they 

will ignore the cameras and target hardening, because they want to do what they 

want to do, so call 131444 or if you consider it to be quite threatening, calling 000 is 

your best avenue to solve those issues. As soon as you see these suspicious groups, 

get it in as quickly as possible because if those preventative actions are not taking 

hold, it is time for an enforcement action to try alleviating this. 

 



Police – Is anyone familiar with Cam-Maps? Cam-Map is like the ability to lodge to 

Police the location of your CCTV. So, what that does for us is, say for example you 

might have that person jumping a fence, but down the street, 10 minutes earlier 

they have burgled a house and someone may see them wearing a red jumper and 

blue jeans and that is the best description we have of them, but then 5 minutes later 

they are jumping over your fence and your CCTV captures it. We can go onto Cam-

Map and see who has got CCTV around that area and then we can come to you and 

see your footage. That is where the intelligence building comes to us and we can 

build those patterns and see who those people are. 

 

 

5. Regarding the mantraps, I saw a business install these metal spikes and they were 

not the kind of spikes to stop the birds. Is that illegal? 

 

Police – If it is a justified reason and it is not set up as a mantrap then we cannot do 

anything about it. You would have to review the spikes and have a look and see 

what the pigeon problem is like over there.  

 

Safer Neighbourhoods Officer –  I encourage you to get legal advice around this 

topic, because I do not think we resolve it right here. 

 

 

6. Can anyone sleep in your car if it is parked in your driveway? 

 

City of Canning – If it is parked closer to the driveway it is ours then that is legal 

parking. 

 

Police – Technically they are not allowed to sleep in your car, however, it is not a 

criminal offence if they sleep in your car.  

 

 

7. The Australian legal system does not allow residents to record the public 

properties, so what are the rules? 

 

Police – It is not illegal to film in public, so anyone can be filmed in public. Your CCTV 

acts the same way. Again, it is a security system and crime deterrent, so it is not an 

offence and we encourage everyone to install CCTV.  

 

Safer Neighbourhoods Officer – This is covered by the Surveillance Devices Act, 

which is a Western Australian piece of legislation. I can have a chat to you about the 

specifics of that because that is a crucial bit of legislation for the Towns CCTV 

Partnership Program, and I can run you through the details. 

 

 



8. In the Town of Victoria Park, St James seems to be the more neglected area. 

Where can I get some data about the resources being used to improve the area? 

 

Safer Neighbourhoods Officer – The Town has released a series called the Place 

Plans and all the information is available on the website, and it describes all the 

projects and services for specific places in the Town of Victoria. You can go to the St 

James Place Plan and see all the projects. I encourage you to use your voice to your 

elective representatives to advocate for St James to be more of a priority and that is 

your role as a constituent of the Town. 

 

 

9. With the street lighting, how are you gong to combat the “keeping the Town 

green” and the street lighting. Are your lights coming from the ground? 

 

Safer Neighbourhoods Officer – As part of the Town’s Urban Forrest Strategy we 

want to grow the canopy up and then it is part of the underground power project, 

the light luminaires sit under the canopy. So, with 3-meter poles, with 1.5-meter 

extensions, the lights reach out under the canopies and we want to get the canopy 

up above those luminaires. We are working with Western Power for a bunch of 

solutions to that exact problem. We are looking at getting rid of all the power lines, 

so you stop seeing the boxed trees down the street. The underground power project 

in St James is happening at the end of this year and new LED streetlights are being 

installed all throughout this area. That will result in a higher level of lighting and a 

more consistent level of lighting. 

 

 

 

10. Is the Town of Victoria Park thinking about security patrol systems? 

 

Safer Neighbourhoods Officer – The Town has considered security patrols as a 

service in the 2012 council report and most recently an elected member briefing last 

year, and the council has not endorsed security patrols as a service. The cost for 

security patrols systems is publicly available and if you want your rates to be spend 

on that as a service then that is something you and the other rate payers of the 

Town can advocate for. 

 

 

 

11. The community is under the impression to report suspicious things to the Crime 

Stoppers. Do you agree with that? 

 

Police – If it is someone suspicious just walking down the road then yes, call Crime 

Stoppers.   

 



 

12. How many Community Safety Officers are working for the City of Canning? 

 

City of Canning – We have four teams of Community Safety Officers and sixteen 

Community Safety Officers. Community Safety Officers are on duty 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week. 

 

13. In regards to council funded Safety Officers, Former Commissioner Karl 

O’Callaghan was downplaying the usefulness of these Officers, because they do 

not have policing powers. Do you see much difference in crime statistics between 

the areas? 

 

Police – It is hard to compare a suburb that is wealthy with no crime to a suburb 

with more crime. They certainly deter crime when they drive around going down the 

streets and they are also eyes on the street for us, so they are additional intelligence 

for us. They do get involved in a lot of jobs that we do not need to get involved in 

like anti-social behaviour in shopping centres. 

 

 

 

14. You said how we can request security patrols, but how do we go about doing that? 

 

Safer Neighbourhoods Officer – Every two years you get the opportunity to vote for 

people to represent you on the Council. Your council sets the budget for the Town of 

Victoria Park Officers to implement projects and services. You can use your voice or 

there can be a formal St James Neighbourhood Watch Group that uses its voice as a 

collective to advocate for that service to be established in the Town. 

 

 

 

15. What is the plan for illegal dumping? 

 

City of Canning – It is a question better directed to our waste services, but in terms 

of what we do we attend illegal dumping reports. Once it is reported, we can send 

patrols, in which case we would generate the case and follow up on it and see if we 

can find evidence of who has dumped it and take action. If they have put it out on 

the verge and we get a report from a resident, we can go there and see if we can 

canvas the area and find evidence. 

 
 

 


