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RAFFERTY 
(1891–1980)

Robert Scott was awarded the Military Medal at Bullecourt for gallant 
conduct and devotion to duty during the attack and occupation of the 
Hindenburg Line. 

All three men survived the war and returned safely to Australia. 

After the War
Following her resignation in 1921 Jessie continued to live in the family home 
in Teddington Road and to look after her father and siblings. 

Jessie Thornton Rafferty died on the 21 December 1980 in Victoria Park, she 
was 89 years old. 

The Town of Victoria honours the life of Jessie Thornton Rafferty, 
we especially note her care and commitment to her family and dedication 
and gift of her talents to the Perth Nursing Division of St John Ambulance 
1913 - 1921. 

Miss Jessie Rafferty was 
an amazing leader and 
a great female role model. 
We will remember her. 

Find out more at 
victoriapark.wa.gov.au/biography



Early Life
Jessie Thornton Rafferty was born on the 5 November 1891 in 
Paisley, Scotland. 

She was the eldest daughter and one of six children born to Thomas and 
Annie (nee Thornton) Rafferty. 

In 1908, when Jessie was just 18 years old, her mother Annie died and Jessie 
was required to take over the running of the household, looking after her 
father, three brothers and two sisters. 

In 1911 Jessie, her father and five siblings emigrated to Perth, Western 
Australia aboard the S.S. Osterley. 

Victoria Park
The Rafferty Family moved into 20 Teddington Road, Victoria Park (now 
Burswood) soon after they arrived from Scotland. They called the modest 
weatherboard and iron house on the traditional quarter acre block home for 
more than sixty years. 

Jessie and the Perth Nursing Division
Although official records listed Jessie’s occupation throughout her life as 
‘home duties’, she devoted herself to learning and to the field of nursing. 

On the 13 November 1913, Jessie attended a special meeting held at the 
Central Fire Station, Perth, by the St John’s Ambulance Brigade Assistant 
Commmisioner, Dr William Trethowan. 

It was during this meeting that the Perth Nursing Division of the St John 
Ambulance was established and the 14 ladies present at the meeting, 
including Jessie Rafferty, were its founding members. 

By 1915 membership of the Division had grown from 14 to approximately 
40 and in November 1915 Jessie was appointed Lady Superintendent to the 
Ambulance Division. 

Jessie and the VADs
In February 1916, at the request of St John’s Ambulance Brigade 
Commissioner Dr Tymms, a Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) was formed and 
the Perth Nursing Division became part of it.

By mid 1918 the VAD was official and actively recruiting for volunteers with 
newspaper notices listing Miss Jessie Rafferty as the Honorary Secretary and 
calling for applications. 

Work for members of the VAD started at 7am and was very physical work. 
Recruits were educated with a series of lectures and given training in first 
aid and home nursing but also in cooking for health, laundry work and many 
had also learned transport and stretcher drilling. 

As the years of war crept on and the VAD staff gained more experience, their 
help was appreciated by the professional end of the medical field. 

With the end of the war came an influenza pandemic and The Perth Nursing 
Division volunteered their services to the Health Department and 28 
members assisted in the Perth and Fremantle Hospitals. 

Jessie continued to work for the Perth Nursing Division of St John Ambulance 
and in their VAD until her resignation in 1921. 

The Rafferty Brothers 
Jessie’s three brothers James, Thomas and Robert Scott Rafferty all enlisted 
in the Australian Imperial Force. 

James achieved the rank of Lance Sargeant, Thomas of Sargeant 
and Robert Scott of Second Lieutenant. 


