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Early Life
Cyril Arthur Geddes was born to Isabel Mary (nee Sayers) and Arthur Loraine Geddes in Yea, 
VIC on 28 September 1888. Cyril was one of five children, four of whom were born in Victoria 
and the youngest, Edwin Cameron Geddes, being born in Victoria Park, WA in 1899.

In 1899, the family was recorded as living at 47 Fitzroy Street, Victoria Park. Cyril attended 
Victoria Park State School and his service and sacrifice is honoured there to this day on the 
school’s honour board.

Kangaroo Paws, Football and Singing
Cyril enjoyed many hobbies and was very active in the community - he even took part in 
the Victoria Park Congregational Church Flower Show in October 1900, where he won second 
prize for his exhibit of a collection of kangaroo paws. He also enjoyed football and captained 
the Victoria Park Football Club in 1908. The Daily News reported that “Cyril Geddes made a 
decent captain, and was very popular, his sportsmanship and general good conduct earning 
him the respect of all the other teams.” 

Singing played a large part in Cyril’s life. He was a parishioner of the Victoria Park Anglican 
Church of the Transfiguration, where perhaps his love and talent for singing was nurtured. 
But it was the return of South Australian born singing teacher, Mr Frank L Robertson, from 
London in 1908 that would make a marked difference in the development of Cyril’s singing 
talents. Cyril took up lessons with the renowned Mr Robertson and by April 1911, 
“Mr C. A. Geddes” started to appear in advertisements for concerts, vocal recitals, 
and solos. 

Cyril sang as part of Mr Robertson’s pantomime group, “The Pierrots”, performing across 
Perth and Bunbury. Notably, he also performed in 1912 for a concert in aid of the Children’s 
Protection Society and Day Nursery at the Ballroom of Government House. Guests included 
the Governor, the Premier, Members of Parliament, and the Mayor and Mayoress of Perth.

Enlistment and War Service
Cyril served for seven years in the 86th Infantry of Western Australian Rifles (example of 
badge on cover). He spent over four years as a Private and Non-Commissioned Officer, and 
two and a half years as 2nd Lieutenant. 

Cyril enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 18 September 1914, less than a month after 
war had been declared. He served in the 16th Battalion, B Company and embarked with his 
unit from Melbourne, Victoria on board HMAT A40 Ceramic on 22 December 1914. After some 

training in Alexandria, Egypt he embarked to join the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, 
Gallipoli on 12 April 1915. 

Cyril was first reported wounded on the 2 May, but by 16 May 1915, he was reported as 
missing. There is a telegram in Cyril’s war service file at the National Archives of Australia 
from Cyril’s mother dated 21 May 1915, in which she inquired of the Defence Department 
information on her wounded son. It was then 19 days since Cyril was reported wounded, 
and five days since he was reported missing, yet his family still thought him wounded. Cyril 
had not been seen since the night of the 2/3 May during fighting that became known as the 
“Battle of Bloody Angle”. It was not until the 23 May 1915 at a Court of Inquiry at Gallipoli 
that Lieutenant Cyril Arthur Geddes was declared “Killed in Action” on 2 May 1915. 

The Geddes Family 
After the death of her son, Isabel Mary Geddes continued to reside at 47 Fitzroy Street, 
Victoria Park (which became Berwick Street in September 1918). In 1925, Isabel and two 
of her daughters moved to Nedlands and resided there until her death in 1943. 

Cyril’s sister Margaret Ida Geddes (known as Ida) was a trained singer like her brother and 
went on to sing in England, and later became a music and singing teacher. Ethel Geddes 
married James Roy Braidwood in 1918. Roy, as he was known, had played in the Victoria Park 
Football Club with her brother Cyril. Another of Cyril’s sisters, Rose Annie would marry in 
1923 but his other siblings, Ida, Edith, and Edwin did not marry. 

Cyril’s Legacy
Lieutenant Cyril Arthur Geddes is commemorated in several places, including the Victoria 
Park State School and the Victoria Park Church of the Transfiguration honour rolls. On 6 
September 1918, the name of Cecil Street, Victoria Park was changed to Geddes Street to 
honour Cyril’s service and ultimate sacrifice.

Geddes Street begins on Albany Highway, Victoria Park and runs parallel to Cyril’s childhood 
school. The street then runs along until it intersects with Berwick Street, roughly two 
houses down from where Cyril grew up with his mother and siblings at 47 Berwick Street. 

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember Lieutenant 
Cyril Arthur Geddes.


