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Executive summary

The Edward Millen reserve is located 
to the east of the Town of Victoria 
Park and is a large, tranquil park 
adjacent to the activity centre 
located on Albany Highway and Hill 
View Terrace. It is an expansive, green 
space that has the potential to serve 
the recreation needs of an expanding 
community. The reserve includes the 
historic hospital building and other 
heritage structures. It has significant 
aesthetic, social and historic 
significance. It continues to maintain 
a prominent location being well set 
back from Albany Highway within 
expansive, well vegetated grounds. 
Currently, the park is used 
predominately for dog walking, child 
play and contemplation.

The Town of Victoria Park has 
commissioned HASSELL to 
undertake an extensive process to 
establish a master plan for the park, 
excluding the heritage structure. 

History 
Established in 1911 as a maternity 
hospital, the Edward Millen Rotunda 
building was a prominent feature on 
the landscape. Over many years it 
has been used to address the health 
needs of different communities up 
until 1998 when it stood vacant. In 
2006 the building was gifted to the 
Town of Victoria Park for “community, 
recreational or civic purposes”.

The Edward Millen 
Master Plan 
establishes a vision 
for the parkland 
surrounding one of the 
grandest architectural 
structures in the Town 
of Victoria Park. 
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LEGEND

Heritage avenue retained and re-surfaced 
with kerb upstands removed. Avenue 
reinforced with supplementary tree planting

Rotunda building entry space re-paved with 
high quality natural stone

Activated Rotunda space including alfresco 
seating/tables and lawn with seating 
positioned underneath the large tree

Future development zone

New paved axis connecting the Mildred Creek 
and Rotunda buildings to the edge streets

Generously proportioned landscaped 
terracing, edged with seat height walls

Circulation path graded to ensure universal 
access

Family shelters with lighting and BBQ’s 
surrounded by planting

Park edge eco-zone planting including 
water-wise native species

New car park (approx. 49 spaces)

Cafe and ‘changing places’ toilet and change 
room facility

Cafe alfresco space

Feature seating node under landmark tree

Central focal point including space for 
performance, as well shade/rain shelter 
structure

New Trees

Nature play zone utilising bespoke play 
elements within expanses of native planting 
and tracks. Play features to include all 
abilities play, tree houses, cubbies, exercise 
and balancing elements, rope play, swings and 
benches. This area has a particular 
opportunity to integrate unique art pieces to 
double up as play

Expansive lawn spaces for ball play and dog 
walking

New entry point

Wayfinding node

Bicycle racks

Passive receation area with picnic tables to 
serve as break-out space from heritage 
buildings

Proposed trees to create ecological 
connection to Hillview Terrace bushland
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Reason for the project
The use of the Edward Millen 
structure is guided by the conditions 
of the gifting in 2006. It applies 
requirements that restrict the 
commercial use of the site. After 
many consultations with the 
community, the Town has identified 
the need to amend the conditions to 
attract suitable investment to the 
site to meet the community’s 
activation desires for the location. 
Amending the conditions associated 
with land use and activities at the 
site is a relatively complex process. 
Importantly, the Town needs to liaise 
with a number of government 
agencies to establish a new vision. A 
master plan report will effectively 
capture the detail required. 

The Edward Millen Reserve Master 
Plan relates to the parkland around 
the heritage structure. It is an 
important initiative to demonstrate 
how the landscape and the building 
interact providing for an integrated 
and holistic approach. 

Engagement 
Throughout the process the Town of 
Victoria Park had a focus on 
engagement with the community to 
uncover their needs and wants for 
the Edward Millen park. The 
engagement included:

 _Public Life study – On site for 2 
hours every day for a week
 _Pop-Up Event - A Saturday morning 
session at the park 
 _Town of Victoria Park Your Say Web 
Survey - The council undertook a 
web survey 
 _Consultation Group - The project 
team engaged over three dedicated 
evening sessions with a self 
nominated community reference 
group

Design refinement 
Before putting pen to paper, 
HASSELL immersed themselves into 
the life of the park to understand 
how the community uses the space. 
HASSELL also spent time listening to 
the community and responding to 
community comment throughout the 
workshop design process. 

Implementation 
Edward Millen is a large parkland 
area that will potentially require a 
staged approach to implementation. 
This report provides comment on a 
three phase approach to delivery of 
the vision for the area. 

Opinion of probable cost
To assist the Town with establishing 
budgets for the future, an opinion of 
probable costs has been formulated. 

Vision
The final design is based on the 
concept “a loop through the trees; 
connecting heritage landscape and 
activities”. It is a sophisticated 
response to the place, enhances 
access and respects the site’s 
heritage. The nature play areas and 
additional trees and vegetation 
support enhanced environmental 
outcomes. Importantly the design 
provides for a greater number of 
activities and features including 
paths, nature play, seating and BBQ 
areas to the north and west. A large 
amphitheatre and performance 
space is positioned centrally within 
the park. A cafe / toilet block and car 
parking is located close to the 
Mildred Creak Building and Hill View 
Terrace.

The Edward Millen Reserve Master 
Plan responds to the community’s 
desires for the park and illustrates a 
clear vision for the future. 

Design Concept 
“a loop through the 
trees; connecting 
heritage, landscape 
and activities” 

Design plan
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01 Introduction and 
background

Edward Millen has been part of 
Victoria Park’s history since the 
Rotunda was built in 1911. The 
building and its surrounds have a rich 
and colourful history providing a 
diversity of health services for the 
community. 

In February 2006, the site was gifted 
to the Town of Victoria Park by the 
State Government for the purpose of 
“community, recreational or civic 
use”. Such a spectacular structure 
and expansive parklands have been 
the subject of many development 
considerations. The Town has been 
proactive in undertaking visioning 
exercises with the public and 
business case investigations to best 
determine the most commercially 
viable option for adaptive re-use and 
the much needed heritage 
restoration.

A consistent theme expressed by the 
Town’s residents is the desire for the 
structure to provide land uses that 
support a vibrant, and local place of 

activity. Many see the heritage 
building as an opportunity for cafés 
and restaurants. External to the 
heritage building there might be an 
open air cinema, alfresco dinning or 
other appropriate commercial 
activities. 

After much deliberation and 
community input, the Town has 
identified a need to amend the 
conditions of tenure relating to the 
transfer of land (from the original 
gifting of the site) that limit the use 
of the Edward Millen Site to more 
amenable conditions. This will allow 
the Town of Victoria Park to create a 
vibrant and commercially viable 
community asset. Any change to 
tenure conditions needs to be 
justified and is a relatively complex 
process to undertake. By amending 
conditions, the Town could progress 
through a redevelopment process 
and seek potential commercial 
partners to operate within and 
maintain the Edward Millen 
buildings.

To complement any proposed 
activation of the heritage building 
and provide for a holistic approach to 
the site, there is an opportunity to 
reflect on the parkland around the 
building. A master plan for the park 
will create a precinct-wide vision.

The Town of Victoria Park has 
commissioned HASSELL to prepare a 
landscape master plan, which will be 
a key strategic document to guide 
the short and long term revitalisation 
of the Edward Millen Reserve. The 
intent is to enhance the utilisation of 
this community asset ensuring it 
remains a key feature of Victoria Park 
for many years to come. 

While the master plan will consider 
how the landscape will respond to 
opportunities associated with the 
heritage structure, the main focus of 
the master plan is to develop a 
concept for the parkland. 

The Edward Millen Reserve has aesthetic, 
social and heritage significance. The 
parklands are a much-loved space for 
contemplation and dog walking. Making it an 
integral part of many people’s daily routine. 
The Rotunda has prominence being set back 
from Albany Highway and surrounded by the 
established trees.
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Edward Millen Brief History

1912 - Rotunda Maternity Hospital was built
1919 - Due to the Spanish Influenza Epidemic the State Government took   
 over the running of the hospital
1920 - Compulsory purchased for the Repatriation Department, and used as  
 a sanatorium for ex-service personnel who had contracted    
 tuberculosis
1936 - Additions to building 
1942 - Property handed over to the Perth Hospital Authorities 
1943 - Tuberculosis patients were brought back to the Edward Millen 
1949 - Repatriation Commission took control and it continued as a   
 sanatorium for TB patients
1960 - Hospital was utilised for special cases of patients that did not require  
 the nursing or medical attention of a general hospital
1968 - “D” Ward was added for the use of psychiatric patients
1971 - Housed the physiotherapy and occupational therapy departments
1984 - Opened as a division of the Mental Health Services, Child and   
 Adolescent Psychiatry Divisions
1998 - Stood unoccupied 
1999 - Edward Millen Rotunda Hospital, fumatory building and former ward  
 block were entered into the heritage register as place No. 02176
2006 - Building gifted to the Town of Victoria Park with conditions

Edward Millen Reserve is a much 
loved place for the town with 
recreation, environmental and 
amenity value. Importantly, as part of 
the design process, the Town 
required a deep and meaningful 
engagement with the community to 
inform the final design outcome. 
HASSELL undertook on site 
engagement and facilitated 
interactive design workshops to 
uncover the needs of the local 
community. 

This master plan report provides an 
overview of the engagement, 
identified strategies, design 
refinement and final design. It also 
provides information relating to 
costs, with an Opinion of Probable 
Cost to complement the master plan. 
It provides sufficient information for 
the Town to work closely with 
approval agencies and industries to 
communicate the development 
vision. 
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02 Community 
engagement

The project team have undertaken a 
focussed and in depth community 
consultation. It is important that the 
design takes into consideration 
community views. The community 
consultation has included the 
following;

Public Life study - Throughout a 
seven day period, the design team 
visited the park on two occasions to 
observe how the park is used and 
talk to park users.

Pop-Up Event - A Saturday morning 
session at the park canvassed the 
community views and expectations 
for the park.

Town of Victoria Park Your Say Web 
Survey - The council undertook a web 
survey to draw out community views 
on the existing condition of the park 
and what would make it better.

Consultation Group - The project 
team engaged over three dedicated 
evening sessions with a community 
focus group. These interactive 
sessions discussed the park’s 
existing issues and the creation of a 
new vision and design through 
optioneering and detailed discussion 
of a final proposal.

Outcomes

The details of the feedback and 
commentary is included in the three 
engagement reports.

The overall headlines regarding the 
communities view of the park were 
as follows:

 _Respect the heritage
 _Retain the trees
 _Retain flexible lawn spaces for 
activities such as dog walking
 _The playground could be much 
better
 _More access and seating
 _Improved amenities such as toilets, 
shelters and BBQs

 _Improved lighting
 _Interpretive design elements
 _Public artwork
 _Remove the “Building C” to open up 
the park
 _Respect the quiet character of 
Baillie Avenue
 _Car access should be from Hill View 
Terrace
 _Flexible spaces for council run 
events
 _Enlivened park with native floral 
planting
 _Respect the overall tranquil feel of 
the current park
 _Improve feeling of safety
 _Integrate native planting and 
improved wildlife habitat
 _Ensure there is cycle parking
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03 Planning context

Edward Millen Reserve in context

A master plan for Edward Millen 
Reserve (on the western boundary of 
St James) has the potential to secure 
the park as a major attractor in the 
area and contribute to the desire for 
a sophisticated sense of place. The 
“offer” at Edward Millen Reserve may 
provide an opportunity for a point of 
difference and provide a welcome 
transition between the commercial / 
residential area and the activity 
centre.

04

Edward Millen located within the Town of Victoria Park, close to activity hubs. Edward Millen, a green oasis, surrounded by different land uses and destinations. 

03

01

02
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03 Planning context

40,000 new 
residents expected 

by 2050

The enhancement of 
Edward Millen Reserve will 
contribute to the delivery 
of high quality public open 
space that will support the 
recreational aspirations of 
the 40,000 new residents 
expected by 2050 in the 
Town of Victoria Park.

a growing 
community that is 

young, increasingly 
multicultural, and 

well educated

This community is growing, 
and its largest cohort is 
relatively young (25-34 
years), increasingly 
multicultural, and well 
educated. Some 73% of 
residents travel outside of 
the Town for employment, 
and 885 of the people that 
work in the Town come 
from somewhere else. 
Importantly, some 47.8% of 
the community is living in 
medium to higher density 
dwellings.

an urban 
environment that 

is informed by 
history but 

embraces the 
future

The Town of Victoria Park is 
perfectly located to provide 
an urban environment that 
is informed by history but 
embraces the future, takes 
advantage of public 
transport and inner city 
living opportunities and 
encourages enterprise 
along the length of the 
activity centre. It is 
important for the Town to 
deliver on high quality 
public open space to meet 
the needs of this growing 
community. 

need for places 
that feel safe and 

secure

The community has 
identified the need for 
places that feel safe and 
secure, are internally and 
externally connected, 
sustainable, supports the 
formation of communities, 
enhance the environment, 
embrace diversity and 
importantly, they want 
vibrant places. These 
aspirations can be 
successfully integrated 
into the guiding principles 
of the Edward Millen 
Reserve Master Plan. 

higher density 
residential 

opportunities exist 
in strategic nodes 

supported by great 
parks

Higher density residential 
opportunities exist 
strategic nodes such as at 
Burswood Peninsula, 
Curtin University and the 
Technology Park precincts. 
Importantly, nodes on 
Albany Highway, at the 
Causeway and in St. James 
are also identified as 
opportunities for focusing 
density along existing 
commercial strips. Edward 
Millen Reserve will play an 
increasingly important role 
as a strategically 
important “green” location. 

Edward Millen is 
an opportunity for 
preservation and 

redevelopment

Edward Millen Reserve is 
identified by the Town’s 
Strategic Community Plan 
for 2013-2028. The project 
shall investigate 
“preservation and 
redevelopment planning 
and consideration of future 
uses of the site”. 
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04 Site history

1842 - The land was 
originally part of a parcel 
of land of 5,320 acres 
granted to Samuel Bickley. 

“The Rotunda Hospital is a rare 
example of a hospital built in a 
residential style, located close to the 
city on a large site which has 
generally retained its original 
building and landscape qualities”
- Register of Heritage Places 1999

18
60

19
00

1854 - Bickley sold 
the land to Hemy 
Manning for £532.

1911 - Land was sold to Mrs 
Elizabeth Baillie of Victoria 
Park for £650. Nurse Baillie 
used the site to build the 
Rotunda Maternity Hospital.

6 May 1920 - 
Property and 
building became 
a compulsory 
purchase of the 
Commonwealth 
Government

1940’s- Fred Delurey, a WW1 
veteran who visited regularly in the 
40’s for treatment on shrapnel 
wounds after the war.

19
40

19
80

20
20

1934 - 1935 - Plan for extension of 
Berwick Street through Edward Millen 
Home land was discussed by the 
Commonwealth Government and the 
City of Perth. In 1936 Commonwealth 
agree to sell the City thirteen acres of 
land for £500, to use for the road 
extension and for a park.
1936 - Further additions were made to 
make space for more staff and patients, 
and two extra timber wards were added. 

1982 - The Edward Millen 
Home remained part of 
the Repatriation 
Department until 1982, 
when the Health 
Department took over. 

1998 - The Edward Millen 
Home (Hillview) stood 
unoccupied.

1999 - Site listed on the State 
Register of Heritage Places

18
40

1949 Plan of Edward Millen Home 
(Conservation Plan, 2001)

18
80

19
20

1893 - Lot C 
was bought by 
James Rae.

1919 - Spanish Influenza 
epidemic hit Perth. 
Hospital taken over by 
State Government and 
ran by the Perth Public 
Hospital. 

19
60

1924 - Hospital was re-named the Edward 
Millen Home, in honour of the first 
Minister of Repatriation. The hospital then 
became a sanatorium for ex-service 
personnel who had contracted 
tuberculosis.

1960 - Patients transferred to 
the Hollywood Repatriation 
Hospital. Edward Millen Home 
converted to a hospital for 
special cases of patients not 
requiring the full nursing or 
medical attention.

1932- Monthly Concerts

20
00

1968 - Building (“D” Ward) was added for use of psychiatric 
patients, and was used for this purpose until 1971, when 
those admissions were discontinued. It then housed the 
physiotherapy and occupational therapy departments, an 
office, a dining room, lounge and eight beds.

1984 - Edward Millen 
Hospital was renamed 
Hillview and opened as a 
division of the Mental 
Health Services. It brought 
together 4 units of the Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatry 
Divisions.

2006 - Ownership 
transferred to Town of 
Victoria Park
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05 Site analysis
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05 Site analysis

Significant Edward Millen House Existing vista Large lawn amenity 

Nature planting Site services Busy road interface

Existing site features

The existing reserve has many 
distinctive elements which creates a 
sense of place and character for the 
surrounding area. The site includes 
large lawn amenity spaces as well as 
nature planting areas. The reserve 
also has an iconic vista that is lined 
with trees approaching the Edward 
Millen House. Additionally, the busy 
road connections of Baillie Avenue, 
Albany Highway and Hill View Terrace 
borders the reserve.
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05 Site analysis

A
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SIGNIFICANT AMENITY TREES

Ficus rubiginosa 
Height: 12m 
Width: 14m

Ficus macrocarpa
Height: 11m 
Width: 13m

Lophostemon confertus
Height: 14m 
Width: 12m

Ficus macrocarpa
Height: 10m 
Width: 14m

Lophostemon confertus
Height: 12m 
Width: 12m

Corymbia citriodora
Height: 24m 
Width: 16m

Eucalyptus marginata
Height: 16m 
Width: 12m

Eucalyptus botryoides
Height: 23m 
Width: 16m

Eucalyptus camaldulensis 
Height: 19m 
Width: 10m

Chamaecyparis lawsoniana
Height: 23m 
Width: 16m

Tree

Significant Amenity Tree

Palm Trees

Young Trees Along Old Fenceline

(Port Jackson Fig)

(Chinese Banyan)

(Queensland Brush Box)

(Chinese Banyan)

(Queensland Brush Box)

(Lemon-scented Gum)

(Jarrah Tree)

(Bangalay)

(River Red Gum)

(Port Oxford Cedar)

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

Significant vegetation

The reserve is filled with mature, well-
established trees. This diagram outlines 
trees that have been identified as providing 
or having the potential to provide significant 
amenity for people using the park. There are 
many significant trees in the reserve. These 
trees in particular have significance due to 
location, shade, canopy width and 
appearance. Information regarding tree 
species has been collected from shapefile 
data provided by the Town of Victoria.
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06 Opportunities and 
constraints

Opportunities and constraints

Following the initial site analysis, a number 
of opportunities and constraints were 
identified relating to the site, its history, 
topography, existing vegetation, spatial 
layout and a number of other factors. 

The primary focus is to utilise the distinct 
heritage character of the site and the 
abundance of mature vegetation to help 
inform future works. 

There is potential to implement a number of 
key axes informed by the alignment of 
Edward Millen House that work to 
strengthen the existing viewlines and 
observed desire lines through the reserve. 
Observing how people move through the site, 
what they are using it for and how they 
interact with adjacent functions informed 
the information captured here.

LEGEND

Key Access Points

Key Vista

Key Axes

Potential Circulation Paths

Ornamental Planting

Eco - Zone Buffer

Informal Parking (~80 Bays)

Large Open Lawn Space

Well-Shaded Nodes

Potential Development Zone

Palm Trees 

Potential Amphitheatre Area

Steeper Area

Playground - Potential to be Relocated/Upgraded

Fences - Potential for Removal

Level Space - Opportunity for Enhancement

Opportunity Area / Potential Key Activity Area

Potential Parking Area

Potential Connection Trail

Powerlines Overhead - Constraint

BERWICK ST

HILLVIEW 
COMMUNITY 
BUSHLAND

POWER
OVERHEAD

ARTWORK
HILLVIEW COMMUNITY BUSHLAND

HILL VIE
W TCE

SENSITIV
E ADJACENCY

BAILLIE
 AVE

KEY ENTRY POINT
OPPORTUNITY

KEY VISTA 

ALBANY HWY

KEY ENTRY POINT
OPPORTUNITY

SHADED NODE
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07 Design principles

Context

What is the current park context?  
Will this context change  

with time?  
How will the park respond?

Access

How do you get to the park and move around 
in the park?  

Does the park need to change to improve 
access? 

How can the proposed design support a more 
accessible park?

Uses

Larger parks can provide activities for a 
broad cross section of the community. What 

can this park provide that makes it of benefit 
to visitors? 

How do we extend the  
use of the park during the day?

Environmental Benefits

How can the park have a positive 
contribution on the environment? 

Positive Social Outcomes

Parks are magnificent places for learning 
skills and cognitive development. How can 

the park support these social benefits? 

Community Health Outcomes 

Parks are known to contribute to the mental 
and physical health and wellbeing of the 

community. How might the park be 
redeveloped to support healthy outcomes?

Quality and Character

What facilities are required to meet the 
needs of the community? 

Where should these features be located in 
the park?

Sense of Place

A unique sense of place that reflects the park 
context is vital to its success. What is unique 

about this park compared to others? 
How can the current sense of place be 

enhanced?

Programme of Events

Well utilised parks have programme of 
events. What is needed in this park? 
Where will these events take place?

Implementation

What is the best way to deliver the 
redevelopment of the park? 

How might it work with the redevelopment of 
the heritage building on site?
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Trees

Facilities
BBQs, seating, tables

Heritage

SafetyLarge Open Spaces Access & circulation

Play Amenities 
Toilets

Ecology

Cafe

Tranquility

Dog walking

07 Design principles

Key themes

Throughout the community 
consultation process a number of 
key themes were established that 
identified the existing amenity of the 
park and identified areas for 
improvement. These themes served 
as guidelines for the key design 
moves.
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A loop through the trees...

08 Concept

....connecting heritage, landscape 
and activities

The underlying concept to the design 
is to create a new loop through the 
park which takes in the established 
and new features. The loop paths 
create a circuit in which to explore 
the variety of activation features. The 
dynamic “modern” form of the loop 
path complements the strong 
heritage axis and allows its route to 
navigate the established tree roots. 
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09 Landscape master 
plan
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LEGEND

Heritage avenue retained and re-surfaced 
with kerb upstands removed. Avenue 
reinforced with supplementary tree planting

Rotunda building entry space re-paved with 
high quality natural stone

Activated Rotunda space including alfresco 
seating/tables and lawn with seating 
positioned underneath the large tree

Future development zone

New paved axis connecting the Mildred Creek 
and Rotunda buildings to the edge streets

Generously proportioned landscaped 
terracing, edged with seat height walls

Circulation path graded to ensure universal 
access

Family shelters with lighting and BBQ’s 
surrounded by planting

Park edge eco-zone planting including 
water-wise native species

New car park (approx. 49 spaces)

Cafe and ‘changing places’ toilet and change 
room facility

Cafe alfresco space

Feature seating node under landmark tree

Central focal point including space for 
performance, as well shade/rain shelter 
structure

New Trees

Nature play zone utilising bespoke play 
elements within expanses of native planting 
and tracks. Play features to include all 
abilities play, tree houses, cubbies, exercise 
and balancing elements, rope play, swings and 
benches. This area has a particular 
opportunity to integrate unique art pieces to 
double up as play

Expansive lawn spaces for ball play and dog 
walking

New entry point

Wayfinding node

Bicycle racks

Passive recreation area with picnic tables to 
serve as break-out space from heritage 
buildings

Proposed trees to create ecological 
connection to Hillview Terrace bushland
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LEGEND

Heritage Avenue

Pathways

Play Sand

Connection through 
Nature-Play

Native Planting

Cafe / WC

Alfresco

Lawn

Future Development Area

Landscape Terracing

Nature Play Area

Nature Play Features

Axis

Wayfinding Node

Key Arrival Points

Central Event Space

Family Shelters

Benches

BBQ Areas

BBQ

Feature Seating Node

Carpark Entry

Mulch

10 Strategies

This diagram explains the activation and 
circulation strategy for the park. The design 
reinforces the heritage axis while 
establishing new connective loop routes. 
The design balances the existing retention 
of lawn and trees with the integration of 
new features which will increase its 
attractiveness.
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10 Strategies

Interpretation

The Edward Millen Reserve is of 
exceptional heritage and historical 
value to the Town of Victoria Park, the 
State of Western Australia and the 
local community. To create a master 
plan that unlocks the cultural assets 
of the area, key elements of the 
existing site will be integrated into 
the design of the public open space 
and the activated series of buildings. 
To inform the design, three key 
heritage themes have been identified 
which include: 

 _People 
 _Architecture 
 _Landscape

People

The Edward Millen Reserve has a 
distinct history of social heritage 
significance. The land was originally 
owned by Samuel Bickley, which was 
sold to Hemy Manning then bought 
by James Rae until the property was 
owned by Mrs Elizabeth Baillie in 
1911. Mrs Baillie was a nurse who 
used the site to build the Rotunda 
Maternity Hospital. The site’s 
hospital facilities and public open 
spaces were used and occupied by 
various nurses, patients and 
community members creating a 
profound social impact overtime. 

Architecture

The Edward Millen Hospital has a 
distinguished architectural style, 
Federation Queen Anne, which 
provides a uniqueness to the Victoria 
Park district. This architectural style 
embraces outdoor lifestyle and a 
connection to the landscape using 
front verandas, decorative features/
cornices, terracotta roof tiles and tall 
chimneys.

Landscape

The landscape of the site is of 
aesthetic and social value due to its 
established heritage trees, attractive 
open space and integrated planting 
spaces. Along with native vegetation, 
the site has a gradual rising slope 
with the Edward Millen Home 
connected through pathways being 
situated atop of the iconic site. 

Heritage Integration Methods

To provide visual interest, stories and 
heritage integration into the design 
of the Edward Millen Master Plan, art 
elements can be located in the public 
realm. The integration of art 
elements can be achieved with the 
inclusion of historic photographs, 
images, stories, words and names 
subtly into the urban design of 
spaces. Some of the methods that 
can be used include photo acid 
etching, story stone panelling, 
sandblasted patterning, story path 
ribbons and art / heritage walls. 
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10 Strategies

Interpretation Methods

Photo acid etching Story stone panelling Sandblasted patterning Story path Art / heritage walls

Glazed photographic walls Sculptures & lighting Re-use of site materials Heritage plaques Historical audio integration
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10 Strategies

Interpretation

Potential photographic heritage 
options for image use

Potential phrase, word and story 
heritage integration options

“Rotunda Hospital - 
Federation Queen Anne 

Architectural Style”

“1911 – Owned by Mrs Elizabeth 
Baillie”

“Nurse Baillie – practising 
midwife of Perth”

“Rotunda Hospital - Modelled 
off Maternity Hospital of the 

same name in Dublin”

“1911 – Nurse Baillie used 
the site to build the Rotunda 

Maternity Hospital”

“Maternity Hospital Until 1919”

“1919 - Spanish Influenza 
epidemic hits Perth”

“1920 – Commonwealth Government 
bought property & hospital”

“1942 – Management given to 
Perth Public Hospital”

“1982 – Transferred into the State 
Mental Health Service”

“Used for child, adolescent mental 
health purposes and autism 

services”

“1995 – Only the Autism Centre 
remained”

Spatial interpretation of heritage 
elements

LEGEND

Photo acid etching 

Story stone panelling 

Sandblasted patterning 

Story path

Art / heritage walls 

Glazed photographic walls

Sculptures

Lighting (indicitive location)

Re-use of site materials (timber)

Heritage plaques

Historical audio integration

Future development zone
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EDWARD MILLEN PARK MASTERPLAN
TREE PROFILE

LEGEND

Trees Retained: 
• 190

Trees Planted: 
• 48

Trees Removed: 
• 36

Trees Total:
• 233

Tree 
Number

Botanical Name Canopy 
Height

Canopy 
Spread

Diameter Tree Health Tree Structure

1 Melaleuca styphelioides 4 4.5 350 GOOD POOR

2 Melaleuca styphelioides 4 5 240 GOOD POOR

3 Melaleuca styphelioides 2.8 3.6 140 GOOD FAIR

4 Eucalyptus Caesia 3.4 4 140 FAIR FAIR

5 Melaleuca styphelioides 3.1 4.3 190 GOOD FAIR

6 Schefflera actinophylla 5.5 5.5 330 GOOD FAIR

7 Melaleuca styphelioides 3.6 3.5 250 GOOD FAIR

8 Eucalyptus species 1.3 2.8 70 FAIR FAIR

9 Eucalyptus Caesia 3.6 5.7 440 FAIR FAIR

10 Melaleuca styphelioides 3.7 3.5 210 GOOD FAIR

11 Eucalyptus Caesia 5.6 6.5 180 GOOD FAIR

12 Melaleuca styphelioides 4 3.7 140 GOOD POOR

13 Eucalyptus Caesia 5 7 240 GOOD FAIR

14 Melaleuca styphelioides 4 3.6 160 GOOD FAIR

15 Jacaranda mimosifolia 6 6 450 GOOD FAIR

16 Eucalyptus Caesia 3 4.5 75 FAIR FAIR

17 Melaleuca styphelioides 3.5 3.8 190 GOOD FAIR

18 Erythrina sykesii 7 8.5 790 FAIR FAIR

19 Erythrina sykesii 9 8.5 720 FAIR POOR

20 Ficus rubiginosa 5 8 580 POOR FAIR

21 Ficus rubiginosa 5 7.5 450 GOOD FAIR

22 Callistemon Kings Park Special 4 7 180 GOOD FAIR

23 Lophostemun confertus 8 8 670 POOR FAIR

24 Lophostemun confertus 9 8 780 GOOD FAIR

25 Eucalyptus erythrocorys 3.5 5.5 260 GOOD POOR

26 Eucalyptus erythrocorys 3.5 5 180 GOOD POOR

27 Ficus rubiginosa 5 12 1000 GOOD FAIR

28 Lophostemun confertus 7.5 8 530 GOOD FAIR

ROOPDOOG05685iisierp sirtillaC92

30 Lophostemun confertus 6 6 490 FAIR FAIR

31 Callistemon Kings Park Special 4 3 180 GOOD FAIR

32 Grevillea robusta 4 4 260 GOOD FAIR

33 Callistemon viminalis 3.5 3 65 GOOD FAIR

34 Eucalyptus caesia 7 7 240 GOOD POOR

35 Chamaecyparis lawsonia 4.5 7 560 GOOD FAIR

36 Chamaecyparis lawsonia 4 6 580 GOOD FAIR
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Trees

The majority of the site’s trees are 
retained in the design. Some trees 
are removed to facilitate the creation 
of a new car park along Hill View 
Terrace. Also some small trees are 
removed to allow the creation of the 
terraced amphitheatre and loop path 
at grades which meets DDA 
requirements.

10 Strategies
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11 Landscape 
materiality

PlantingTrees

WSUD
Species selected to showcase Western Australia’s unique flora including the multitude of 
textures and forms whilst also ensuring nominated species flowers at varied times 
throughout the year .

This local mix also ensures water sensitive urban design (WSUD) and low water requirements 
including minimal fertiliser / pesticide use. All species are selected to ensure clear sight lines 
are maintained within the public realm as per CPTED guidelines.

summer

autummspring

winter

Calothamnus quadrifidus Acacia spathufoloa Banksia menziesii Melaleuca seriata

Banksia ashbyi Juncus kraussii

Grevillea crithmifolia Anigozanthus “orange” hybrid Anigozanthus manglesii Grevillea obtusifolia ‘Gin Gin Gem’

Eremophila Hypocalymma angustifolium Myoporum parvifolium Verticordia plumosa

Shrub

1m x 
1.5m 

Ground 
cover

0.3m x 
1m 

Shrub

1.5m x 
1.5m 

Low 
shrub

0.5m x 
1m 

Shrub

1m x 
1.5m 

Strappy 
/ grass

1m x 1m 

Ground 
cover

0.5m x 
2m 

Strappy 
/ grass

0.5m 
x1m 

Strappy 
/ grass

0.5m 
x0.5m 

Ground 
cover

0.25m 
x0.2m 

Ground 
cover 

0.3m x 
1m 

Low 
shrub 
0.8m x 
0.8m 

Ground 
cover 
0.5m x 
1.5m 

Shrub 
1m x 1m 

Agonis flexuosa

Tree

10m x 
10m 

Planting (continued)
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11 Landscape 
materiality

Hard Landscaping Furniture Elements Lighting, Balustrade & Smart Technology

Material / description: Synthetic high 
friction surface treatment
Colour: Pearl Marble

Material / description: Recycled clay 
bricks
Colour: Red

Material / description: Hardwood 
timber 
Colour: Painted heritage white/green

Material / description: Well sized 
metal barbeque 
Colour: Light grey steel

Material / description: In-ground 
build lighting 
Colour: Warm lighting/black exterior

Material / description: Small 
hardwood shelter
Colour: Raw timber

Material / description: Timber and 
metal bin
Colour: Raw timber 

Material / description: Steel 
supporting balustrade
Colour: Light grey metal

Material / Description: Crushed 
limestone
Colour: Light Tan

Material / Description: Natural 
sandstone pavers
Colour: Ivory Smooth

Material / Description: Granite 
pavers - Rotunda building and 
surrounds
Colour: Natural grey

Material / Description: Hardwood 
and concrete seating
Colour: Light grey and raw timber

Material / Description: Hardwood 
and steel seating with table
Colour: Raw timber/dark grey metal

Omnigrip Path Heritage Bricks Performance Gazebo Barbeques Up-lights

Material / description: Synthetic high 
friction surface treatment
Colour: Black Pepper

Omnigrip Path

Material / description: Tactile 
directional guidance paving 
Colour: Light Grey

Tactile Paving Outdoor Shelters Bins Balustrade

Limestone Path Paving Paving Seating Benches Tables & Chairs
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12 Visualisations

Location 1

The view looks towards the terracing 
and the multi-functional event and 
hub space positioned in the centre of 
the park. 
 
Opportunities 

_Small events accommodated on the 
stage area

_Large events to bump in larger stage 
to front

_Green open space during non-event 
times

_Large shelter structure with BBQ’s 
and tables suitable for birthday 
parties and gatherings
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12 Visualisations

Location 2

An exciting new nature play is 
located amongst the trees, taking 
advantage of shade and established 
native planting. The play features can 
be sculptural and bold becoming an 
attractive feature for families.

Opportunities 

_ Inclusion of all abilities play 
elements
Adventurous play opportunities 
under the shade of existing trees

_Experiences range from intimate and 
meandering to grand and 
adventurous

_All play areas well serviced with 
seating and clear viewlines

_Accessible paths meander through 
play areas
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12 Visualisations

Location 3

A new pathway connects with BBQ 
and shelter spots set amongst 
wildflower planting.

Opportunities 

_Large existing lawn maintained for 
dog walking and active recreation 

_Fully accessible path to heritage 
buildings

_BBQ and shelter areas for small 
gatherings with a sense of enclosure

_Existing trees preserved to provide 
shade and sense of place
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12 Visualisations

Location 4

The creation of a generously sized 
terraced amphitheatre in the heart of 
the park will facilitate a wide range 
of programmed events. 

Opportunities 

_An attractive community gathering 
space with opportunity for flexible 
programming of events

_Ample spacing on grassed tiers 
allows for comfortable picnic spaces

_Open area receives valuable sunlight 
in the winter months

_Allows clear views up to heritage 
buildings
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12 Visualisations

Location 5

Following the refurbishment and 
activation of the Rotunda Building, 
its immediate surrounds can be 
upgraded to create a dynamic 
precinct with spaces for people to 
meet friends, dine or take a 
sundowner drink.

Opportunities 

_Levelled area around the heritage 
buildings to better interface at a 
pedestrian scale

_Central road resurfaced to provide 
strong axis with clear views to 
Edward Millen House

_Picnic tables on level area to 
appreciate existing heritage 
buildings
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13 Implementation 
strategy
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Stage 3
Heritage Area 

Stage 1
BBQ & Play Area

Cafe & Toilets 
Area 

Stage 2
Central Amphitheatre  

Area

The proposed Edward Millen 
Implementation Strategy 
acknowledges that development of 
the heritage buildings at Edward 
Millen may proceed with different 
timing than the landscaping of the 
Reserve. Where the whole of the park 
is unable to be redeveloped at once, 
the Town may consider staging 
redevelopment of the Reserve. The 
advantage of a staged approach is 
that different areas of the park can 
remain in use for recreational 
purposes while other areas are 
redesigned and established. 

Implementation is not only about 
gaining suitable access, it is also 
subject to financing and resourcing 
of the project. As the project 
progresses these influences will be 
taken into consideration. 

In general there are four areas that 
may progress independently or 
collectively:

Stage 1
 _BBQ and Play Area – generally 
located to the north of the park and 
can progress relatively unhindered. 

Stage 2
 _Central Amphitheatre – centrally 
located and requires earth works 
 _Café and Toilets – Includes the 
demolition of existing structures, 
additional car parking, café and 
toilet block – located to the 
south-east
 _Note: Staging boundaries will need 
to reflect existing structures

Stage 3
 _Heritage Area – located to the south 
including the future development 
zone. This area is likely to be 
undertaken as part of activating the 
heritage building.

Prior to commencement of works the 
fences currently in place to protect 
the heritage structure will be 
reconsidered to allow for required 
works but continue to provide 
security and deter vandalism.
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