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Our demographic is young, smart, ethnically diverse, cultured and engaged 

A core function of Council is advocacy. As the Town’s 

population continues to grow so does the demand for 

supporting infrastructure, services and programs. 

The Town aims to directly and indirectly influence and 
ultimately collaborate with decision-makers and key 

stakeholders to realise its advocacy priorities, to effect 
change for the benefit of the community.

Advocacy priorities should reflect the 
community’s needs and desires. Councils are 

ideally placed to undertake advocacy on 
behalf of and alongside their communities. 

Advocacy efforts in the local government 
context are increasingly focused on 

transformative policy and projects 
that have a whole of district 

impact.

Growing population

Young(ish) population 

Increasingly multicultural

Well educated

Likely to work outside of the Town  
and drive to place of employment

One or two people households dominate

Live relatively closely together

Homogeneously socio-economic

Lots of workers from the southeastern corridor

Likely to work as either a professional,  
in administrative work or as a technician

Town snapshot

Why we advocate



Our vision  
 A DYNAMIC PLACE FOR EVERYONE!

We are inclusive and connected 
with a thriving community

We are Perth’s premier place for entertainment  
and entrepreneurship 

We put people first in urban design and safety

We are Perth’s most empowered and engaged community

We lead in sustainability

The Town of  
Victoria Park is a 

place to visit, eat, 
shop, play, invest, 

learn and live…  
A dynamic place  

for everyone.
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We are close to the capital city with a forward thinking, progressive local 
government and a highly engaged community. We partner with our surrounding and 

regional local governments and embrace the need to evolve by being open.

We play host to major events and attractions, with our strategic partners, including Curtin 
University, Optus Stadium, the West Coast Eagles, Technology Park, Perth Racing WA, 

Crown Perth, Burswood Park Board and Tennis West.

We are acutely aware of the need to prepare for the Town’s population to more than double 
in the next 30-35 years. The dwellings growth is expected to be gradual and will continue the 
transformation of the Town into a bustling inner urban neighbourhood.

The Town of Victoria Park has a good track record of advocacy 

and successful bids to support strategic business objectives and 

project outcomes. 

Our advantages

We are close to the CBD (5kms)

We own 6kms of Swan River Foreshore

We are home to 300 restaurant options including Albany Highway strip - an old school 
main street, one of the longest in the southern hemisphere, boasting eclectic mix of cafes, 
restaurants, hotels, bars and shops

A heritage train line – Armadale and Thornlie including five stations

Equitable parking and access to trains, buses, local walking and cycle ways

Home to major attractions with strategic partners

46% of the town’s land is still developable including around the heritage train line, 
Burswood Peninsula, Burwood East, Bentley to Curtin University & Technology Park, Albany 
Hwy near the Causeway and St James, Kent St and Carlise.
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Infrastructure Projects
The Town’s population is expected 
to double in the next 35 years. The 
dwellings growth to accommodate 
for this is expected to be gradual and 
will continue the transformation of the 
Town into a bustling, cosmopolitan 
urban community. Growth will be 
focused in key areas such as along 
Albany Highway, the Burswood 
Peninsula and the Causeway Precinct, 
in Technology Park and on the Curtin 
University campus, as well around the 
train stations. We are now starting 
to plan for this growth. This includes 
making sure the Town’s social 
infrastructure keeps pace with the 
growing population.

Integrated Transport  
and Movement 
The Town is committed to ensuring 
its places are well connected, with a 
strong focus on the travel needs of 
all users, and emphasis on walking, 
cycling and linking public transport. 
We recognise streets are also a core 
component of sustainable places, not 
just a means of moving people. This 
means proactively looking at how 
streets can better accommodate active 
movement and improved access. 
Integrated transport and movement 
outcomes interlink with our planning 
and public open space aspirations. 
Expected growth means amplified 
transportation and access challenges 
as the east metropolitan region grows 
and increasing expectations from a 
new generation of residents wanting to 
live, work and play close to the city.  

Advocacy focus areas
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Urban Design
The Town is committed to delivering 
‘people first’ urban design outcomes. 
This means a careful and considered 
design approach to public spaces, 
including parks, streets, laneways 
and future urban spaces. Improved 
urban design outcomes can be 
comprehensive and complex or simple 
and community driven. The Town will 
explore all relevant tools and tactics 
to create better places for people. 
Activity Centres will provide focal 
points for a combination of activities 
such as offices, retail, civic/community, 
education and medical services. 
In the long-term, the Town has the 
potential to increase its employment, 
entertainment and educational options, 
and the identification of key areas for 
‘activation’ will be a critical component 
of its future planning initiatives.
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Social Impact 
Social impact relates to the effect of 
an activity on the social fabric of the 
community, along with the wellbeing 
of individuals, families and communities 
as a whole. It is the act of creating 
positive change for the benefit of the 
community, particularly for those at a 
disadvantage as a result of complex, 
long-term system and societal issues. 
As the tier of government closest the 
community, it is imperative the Town 
works in collaboration with the local 
community on social impact initiatives, 
including advocacy. We are committed 
to proactively influencing public policy 
and seeking support for key resources 
and services, to improve quality of life. 

Sustainability 
The Town is committed to contributing 
to and promoting sustainable 
outcomes that support more liveable, 
healthy places, whether that be 
around energy efficiency, reducing 
consumption, promoting sustainable 
products and programs, exploring 
diverse design and development 
options, or environmental initiatives. 
The Town supports reducing pressure 
on its urban environment with 
responsible waste management and 
conservation projects, urban forestry 
initiatives to increase vegetation 
and tree canopy, and encouraging 
behaviour change in  
our community.
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The story so far:
The Town is developing and implementing a 
strategy to realise the potential of the Edward 
Millen Hospital historical buildings at 999 
Albany Hwy East Victoria Park. 

A section of The Rotunda Hospital presents 
well but is unoccupied. The remainder of the 
buildings require significant repairs. Heritage 
conservation requirements need to be 
addressed for all buildings and grounds. 

Recently the Department of Lands approved 
the Town’s request for a change of 
permissible uses to facilitate a variety of small-
scale production and commercial uses to 
be delivered at the site, whilst maintaining a 
strong community and cultural benefit.

The opportunity:
To deliver a considered adaptive re-use 
heritage redevelopment outcome. 

The Town is assessing the commercial viability 
of a redevelopment.  There are significant 
cost barriers to making the project appealing 
to a partnership with the private sector, but 
we aim to explore all funding options as a 
catalyst to redevelop the site, balancing the 
new permitted uses and the wishes of our 
community.

Timeframe:
2019 - 2020

Costs:

$4-5 million - Heritage restoration 
needed to attract private sector 
investment.

 

Impacts if delayed or not delivered:

• Degradation of the buildings and   
 associated reduction of heritage value
• Increasing costs of maintaining the   
 buildings
• Loss of opportunity to deliver outcomes  
 within the precinct and further activation of  
 East Victoria Park 

Who can help? 

• State Government - funding towards   
 restoration
• Heritage Council of WA – support for the  
 restoration
• Federal Government - funding towards   
 restoration

Priority Projects 2019  
Edward Millen Redevelopment
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The story so far:
The Town has five Train Stations within its 
borders, which represents a significant 
opportunity for controlled, carefully planned 
transit-oriented development in line with 
the State Government’s Perth and Peel 
@3.5million plan, and in partnership with the 
METRONET Taskforce. A large portion of the 
Town’s future population growth is planned 
to be accommodated around the Town’s Train 
Stations.  

The State Government has confirmed that 
the removal of the level crossing at Oats 
Street Train Station will be one of the first four 
projects to be delivered under METRONET 
within the next four years. METRONET is 
currently reviewing the options for the 
removal of the level crossing at Oats Street, 
including elevating or sinking the rail or the 
road, or a combination of both.

Burswood Station and Oats Streets Station are 
a priority for the Town and structure planning 
is significantly progressed for the Burswood 
Station East precinct.

The opportunity:
To use the removal of the level crossing at 
Oats Street to deliver best practice transit-
oriented development through State and 
Local government partnerships.

Precinct planning is required around Oats 
Street train station to facilitate redevelopment 
of the precinct and surrounding land to create 
a framework for building heights, population 
density, built form design and public realm 
upgrades. 

Timeframe:
2019 - 2022 

Costs:

$1million plus for planning alone.

Impacts if delayed or not delivered:
• Loss of opportunities to create highly   
 liveable and economically sustainable   
 developments 

• Inability to meet the Town’s dwelling   
 targets in Perth and Peel @ 3.5millon

• Detract from the Town’s emerging image  
 as an attractive place to live with a diverse  
 range of housing opportunities 

• Decrease public transport patronage and  
 network expansion within the Town;

• Discourage the growth and resilience of  
 the Town’s local economy

• Undermine our efforts to be a more   
 walkable and liveable community with   
 strong and comfortable connections   
 between the communities on either side of  
 the railway line. 

Who can help?
• State Government – prioritising Oats Street  
 level crossing removal 

• Federal Government – the Eastern   
 Metropolitan Regional Council securing   
 a City Deal (which includes METRONET   
 funding for the Town)

Priority Projects 2019  
Oats Street Train Station Level Crossing
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The story so far:
The rate of urban deforestation across Perth 
has been rapid, with a loss of tree canopy 
impacting on the quality of health and 
amenity enjoyed by the community. By 2050, 
the Town is expected to have 40,000 more 
people and 19,300 more dwellings.  

The Town’s recently adopted Urban Forest 
Strategy (UFS) aims to increase our tree 
canopy to 20 per cent, which will require 
the planting of up to 256,000 trees.   The 
next phase of the UFS is to complete an 
Implementation Plan to deliver the strategy. 
 

The opportunity:
To obtain dedicated funding grants to help 
local governments to deliver their urban 
forest strategies.

The tree canopy cover target in the Town’s 
UFS is extremely ambitious and will require 
dedicated resources and significant financial 
investment to achieve, similar to what is 
currently provided by the NSW State 
Government. The Town is calling on 
the WA Government to establish a 
Local Government Greener Perth 
Grant Program (LGGPGP).

Timeframe:
2019 - 2029 

Costs:

$10 - $20 million annually for a State 
Government grant program for local 
governments to access to increase tree 
canopy.

Impacts if delayed or not delivered:
• Ongoing deforestation, particularly on   
 private land, which will not be offset by   
 plantings in public areas

• Increases in the costs associated with   
 the side effects of climate change

• Disengagement of our community 

Who can help?
• State Government - establishment and   
 funding of a LGGPGP 

• Other local councils – engage with and   
 encourage them to join in our call for   
 the establishment of the LGGPGP and/or  
 explore partnerships with them

• WA Local Government Association – seek  
 their support for the establishment of a   
 LGGPGP

• Federal Government - funding of local   
 urban forests 

Priority Projects 2019  
Urban Forest Strategy Initiatives



The story so far:
Homelessness is an issue that affects everyone 
in our community. 

There are a limited number of services 
located in the Town that can assist homeless 
individuals or those at risk of homelessness. 
Assertive outreach services are also lacking, 
restricting the opportunity for individuals 
to gain dedicated long-term support out of 
homelessness. 

Western Australian Strategy to End 
Homelessness 2018 – 2028 is a whole of 
society response to address homelessness in 
WA by the WA Alliance to End Homelessness 
(Alliance). The 10-year Strategy provides a 
framework to inform the process of ending 
homelessness, and providing signposts for 
action – championing that WA-wide collective 
responsibility is required to make a difference. 

The opportunity:
To be active in addressing the process 
of ending homelessness and the risk of 
homelessness through proactive local and 
state-wide collective actions.  

To seek investment in community support 
services, including location based assertive 
outreach services. 

The Alliance encourages communities and 
stakeholders to combine efforts across WA 
to reach the goal of ending homelessness 
by 2028.  With the State Government also 
recently forming a homelessness working 
group, now is the time for action.

Timeframe:
2019 - 2029

Costs:

Research demonstrates that it costs less, on 
average, to provide appropriate housing and 
support to a person at risk of or experiencing 
homelessness, than providing that same 
person with short-term and ongoing 
emergency and institutional responses, 
and covering the health and other costs 
of homelessness, especially for chronic 
homelessness, mental health and other issues. 
For homeless West Australians supported to 
enter public housing programs, the health 
system costs savings are around $13,273 per 
person per year. * 
*Source: https://www.csi.edu.au/media/Version_1.0_WA_
Strategy_to_End_Homelessness.pdf

Impacts if delayed or not delivered:
• ongoing pressure and reliance on existing  
 community support services, with limited  
 capacity to meet an increase in demand

• reduced opportunities for individuals to  
 gain dedicated long-term support out   
 of homelessness

• deterioration of the physical and mental  
 health outcomes for homeless individuals  
 or those at risk of homelessness 

Who can help?
• State Government – leadership and funding

• Federal Government – leadership and   
 funding

• Other local governments – collaborative  
 working relationships

• Peak bodies and service providers –   
 opportunities to collaborate 

• Community - opportunities to engage and  
 collaborate 

Priority Projects 2019  
Homelessness
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