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Our demographic is young, smart, ethnically diverse, cultured and engaged.

A core function of Council is advocacy. As the Town’s 
population continues to grow so does the demand for 

supporting infrastructure, services and programs. 

The Town aims to directly and indirectly influence and 
ultimately collaborate with decision-makers and key 

stakeholders to realise its advocacy priorities, to effect 
change for the benefit of the community.

Advocacy priorities should reflect the 
community’s needs and desires. Councils are 

ideally placed to undertake advocacy on 
behalf of and alongside their communities. 

Advocacy efforts in the local government 
context are increasingly focused 

on transformative policy and 
projects that have a whole 

of district impact.

Growing population

Young(ish) population 

Increasingly multicultural

Well educated

Likely to work outside of the Town  
and drive to place of employment

One or two people households dominate

Live relatively closely together

Homogeneously socio-economic

Lots of workers from the southeastern corridor

Likely to work as either a professional,  
in administrative work or as a technician

Town snapshot

Why we advocate
Our vision  
for the future

A DYNAMIC PLACE FOR EVERYONE!

We are inclusive and connected 
with a thriving community

We are Perth’s premier place for entertainment  
and entrepreneurship 

We put people first in urban design and safety

We are Perth’s most empowered and engaged community

We lead in sustainability

The Town of  
Victoria Park is a 

place to visit, eat, 
shop, play, invest, 

learn and live…  
A dynamic place  

for everyone.
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We are close to the capital city with a forward thinking, progressive local 
government and a highly engaged community. We partner with our surrounding and 

regional local governments and embrace the need to evolve by being open.

We play host to major events and attractions, with our strategic partners, including Curtin 
University, Optus Stadium, the West Coast Eagles, Technology Park, Perth Racing WA, 

Crown Perth, Burswood Park Board and Tennis West.

We are acutely aware of the need to prepare for the Town’s population to more than double 
in the next 30-35 years. The dwellings growth is expected to be gradual and will continue the 

transformation of the Town into a bustling inner urban neighbourhood.

The Town of Victoria Park has a good track record of advocacy 
and successful bids to support strategic business objectives and 

project outcomes. 

Our advantages

We are close to the CBD (5kms)

We own 6kms of Swan River Foreshore

We are home to 300 restaurant options including Albany Highway strip - an old school 
main street, one of the longest in the southern hemisphere, boasting eclectic mix of cafes, 
restaurants, hotels, bars and shops

A heritage train line – Armadale and Thornlie including five stations

Equitable parking and access to trains, buses, local walking and cycle ways

Home to major attractions with strategic partners

46% of the town’s land is still developable including around the heritage train line, 
Burswood Peninsula, Burswood East, Bentley to Curtin University & Technology Park, Albany 
Hwy near the Causeway and St James, Kent St and Carlise.

Infrastructure Projects
The Town’s population is expected 
to double in the next 35 years. The 
dwellings growth to accommodate 
for this is expected to be gradual and 
will continue the transformation of the 
Town into a bustling, cosmopolitan 
urban community. Growth will be 
focused in key areas such as along 
Albany Highway, the Burswood 
Peninsula and the Causeway Precinct, 
in Technology Park and on the Curtin 
University campus, as well around the 
train stations. We are now starting 
to plan for this growth. This includes 
making sure the Town’s social 
infrastructure keeps pace with the 
growing population.

Integrated Transport  
and Movement 
The Town is committed to ensuring 
its places are well connected, with a 
strong focus on the travel needs of 
all users, and emphasis on walking, 
cycling and linking public transport. 
We recognise streets are also a core 
component of sustainable places, not 
just a means of moving people. This 
means proactively looking at how 
streets can better accommodate active 
movement and improved access. 
Integrated transport and movement 
outcomes interlink with our planning 
and public open space aspirations. 
Expected growth means amplified 
transportation and access challenges 
as the east metropolitan region grows 
and increasing expectations from a 
new generation of residents wanting to 
live, work and play close to the city.  

Advocacy focus areas

11 3 Urban Design
The Town is committed to delivering 
‘people first’ urban design outcomes. 
This means a careful and considered 
design approach to public spaces, 
including parks, streets, laneways 
and future urban spaces. Improved 
urban design outcomes can be 
comprehensive and complex or simple 
and community driven. The Town will 
explore all relevant tools and tactics 
to create better places for people. 
Activity Centres will provide focal 
points for a combination of activities 
such as offices, retail, civic/community, 
education and medical services. 
In the long-term, the Town has the 
potential to increase its employment, 
entertainment and educational options, 
and the identification of key areas for 
‘activation’ will be a critical component 
of its future planning initiatives.
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Social Impact 
Social impact relates to the effect of 
an activity on the social fabric of the 
community, along with the wellbeing 
of individuals, families and communities 
as a whole. It is the act of creating 
positive change for the benefit of the 
community, particularly for those at a 
disadvantage as a result of complex, 
long-term system and societal issues. 
As the tier of government closest the 
community, it is imperative the Town 
works in collaboration with the local 
community on social impact initiatives, 
including advocacy. We are committed 
to proactively influencing public policy 
and seeking support for key resources 
and services, to improve quality of life. 

Sustainability 
The Town is committed to contributing 
to and promoting sustainable 
outcomes that support more liveable, 
healthy places, whether that be 
around energy efficiency, reducing 
consumption, promoting sustainable 
products and programs, exploring 
diverse design and development 
options, or environmental initiatives. 
The Town supports reducing pressure 
on its urban environment with 

responsible waste management 
and conservation projects, urban 

forestry initiatives to increase 
vegetation and tree canopy, 

and encouraging behaviour 
change in  our community.
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Advocacy  
focus areas

The story so far:

The Town is developing and implementing a 
strategy to realise the potential of the Edward 
Millen House and historical buildings at No. 
999 Albany Hwy East Victoria Park. A section 
of the Rotunda Hospital presents well but is 
unfit for use. The remainder of the buildings 
require significant repairs or possible removal. 
Heritage conservation requirements need 
to be addressed for buildings and grounds. 
Recently, the Department of Lands approved 
the Town’s request for a change of use to 
facilitate a variety of small scale production 
and commercial uses at the site to support 
community and cultural benefits. The Town 
has developed a landscape Masterplan for 
the surrounding parklands of the Edward 
Millen Park Reserve, developed through 
three workshops with the Community Design 
Reference Group. Delivery of these significant 
upgrades to the parklands is to complement 
the overall Heritage Redevelopment of the 
Edward Millen House and historical buildings.

The opportunity:

To deliver a considered adaptive re-use 
heritage redevelopment outcome.

The Town is assessing the commercial viability 
of a redevelopment of the Rotunda building 
and others. There are significant cost barriers 
to make the project appealing to private 
sector partners, but the Town aims to explore 
all funding options to create a catalyst for 
redevelopment of the site and balance new 
commercial uses and management of the 
asset into the future, with the desires of 
the community.

Timeframe:

5 years

Costs:

$4-5 million – Heritage restoration to 
attract private sector investment. 

$5-6 million – Edward Millen Park 
Master Plan construction.

Impacts if delayed or not delivered:

• Further degradation of the historic buildings 
and associated reduction of 
heritage and cultural value 
to the community

• High and increasing costs of maintaining 
and operating the heritage buildings and 
precinct without any 
income streams

• Loss of opportunity to deliver outcomes 
within the precinct and further activation 
of East Victoria Park

Who can help?

• State Government 

• Heritage Council of WA 

• Federal Government

• Private Sector

Priority Projects 2020  
Edward Millen Redevelopment
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The story so far:

The Town operates a 2-bin system and relies 
on long-term investment by the Mindarie 
Regional Council in the Neerabup Resource 
Recovery Facility (RRF), which processes solid 
waste to create an organic product. Similarly 
we have a long-term contract with Cleanaway 
for the processing of recyclable materials. 
The Town has modelled the transition to 
a 3-bin food organic and garden organic 
(FOGO) system.

With last year’s Council of Australian 
Governments (COAG) decision to ban the 
export of a number of recyclable materials 
overseas, and the State Government’s 
mandating of a 3-bin system by 2025, the 
Town needs to prepare for the impact 
these decisions will have on our long-term 
investments and contracts leading to a 
significant financial burden on ratepayers. 

The opportunity:

Release of an available landfill levy would 
assist local governments and industry to 
transition to a 3-bin system, and improved 
local processing of recyclables.

Programs such as “Better Bins” as initiated 
by the Waste Authority WA could be 
reintroduced with more substantial funding to 
assist with the transition to a 3-bin system. 

The State Government devotes 25% of the 
local government collected waste levy 
towards paying for operating costs of the 
Waste Authority, including initiatives for waste 
reduction. The balance of 75% of the levy is 
assigned to general government revenue. 
The Authority currently has a balance in 
reserve of $30m that could be used to assist 

local governments with their strategic waste 
management issues.

Timeframe:

2020 − 2025.

Costs:

$1.1 million – for the 3-bin FOGO system 
transition in year 1 and around $600k per 
year thereafter for the additional bin 
collection services.

Impacts if delayed or not delivered:

Delay in the transition to a 3-bin FOGO 
system and the creation of an improved local 
recycling and reuse market would result in 
even higher landfill levies payable by the 
affected local governments.

Who can help?

• State Government Department of Water 
and Environmental Regulation (DWER)

• Waste Authority WA

• WALGA

• MRC and member councils

Priority Projects 2020  
METRONET Precinct Planning

Priority Projects 2020  
Release of collected waste via landfill levy
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The story so far:
The Town has five train stations within 
its borders, representing a significant 
opportunity for controlled, carefully planned 
transit-oriented developments in line with 
the State Government’s Perth and Peel 
@3.5million plan, and in partnership with 
the METRONET Taskforce. A large portion 
of the Town’s future population growth is 
planned to be accommodated around the 
Town’s Train Stations. In August 2019, Council 
separately adopted a positioning statement 
for METRONET projects that affect our 
community, summarised below.

Underground: The rail corridor is underground 
and the land at ground level is available for 
other uses. 
Great Places: Station Precincts are great 
places that provide obvious and lasting 
community benefits. 
All Stations Remain: All existing stations 
in the Town must remain with only minor 
adjustments to their locations. 
Sustainable Access: Station Precincts promote 
and facilitate walking, cycling and public 
transport as the predominant mode choice for 
accessing each station.

The opportunity:

Planning is underway around these Train 
Stations to facilitate redevelopment of the 
Train Stations and surrounding land to create 
a major opportunity for well-placed and 
managed transit oriented developments in the 
inner metropolitan area that will reconnect 
suburbs over the railway.

Burswood Station and Oats Street Station 
precincts are priorities for the Town and 
structure planning is significantly progressed 

for the Burswood Station East precinct.

There is an opportunity to deliver best 
practice transit-oriented developments 
via a strong State and Local government 
partnership following a multi-disciplinary 
approach. 

Timeframe:
5 years

Costs:
$1 million – for planning alone.

Impacts if delayed or not delivered:
If these station precincts are not planned 
collaboratively or the planning is delayed, the 
opportunity to create a highly liveable and 
economically sustainable community may be 
lost. Delay or non-delivery will jeopardise the 
Town meeting dwelling targets prescribed in 
Perth and Peel @ 3.5millon, impact the Town’s 
emerging position as an attractive location 
to live with a diverse range of housing 
opportunities; detract from increases in public 
transport patronage and network expansion 
within the South Eastern metropolitan region; 
discourage the growth and resilience of the 
Town’s local economy; and undermine the 
Town’s efforts to be a more walkable and 
liveable community with strong connections 
between the communities now divided on 
either side of the railway line.  

Who can help?
• METRONET 
• Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
• Department of Transport
• Main Roads WA
• Public Transport Authority 
• Infrastructure Australia 



The story so far:

Taylor Reserve and McCallum Park are located 
on the Swan River foreshore, connecting 
Victoria Park, the Perth CBD and South Perth. 
Its location makes it ideal for an activity 
precinct for diverse active and passive spaces 
to foster a connected and healthy community. 

In 2017 the Town undertook a Youth 
Consultation (facilitated by Save the Children) 
and in 2019 a community perception survey 
identified the need for social infrastructure 
and activities for families and youth within the 
Town to improve health and wellbeing, and to 
foster a sense of belonging and connection to 
the community.

In 2017 the Town commissioned the Taylor 
Reserve and McCallum Park Concept Report, 
which provides a master plan for a range 
of new spaces. The design provides a 
variety of exciting new high-quality passive 
and active recreation spaces throughout 
the park, creating a destination for local, 
state, national and international visitors. The 
McCallum Park Active Area is stage two of 
the overall project, and includes upgrades 
to the existing basketball courts, new skate 
and scooter facilities, a new BMX pump track 
and landscaping features such as planting, 
seating, shading, car parking and barbecue 
areas. The Town has progressed detailed 
concept design refinement and the project is 
now ‘shovel ready’.

The Opportunity: 

The McCallum Park Active Area is considered 
a prime location for community activity which 
would frequently be used by locals and 
visitors, with the potential to host national and 
international events. To progress the delivery 

of the Active Area, as well as future stages 
of the Concept Report, a significant financial 
investment is required. Completion 
of this stage of the project will create 
an iconic destination to host youth and 
community festivals, school holiday 
programs, skate and scooter clinics, sporting 
competitions, and much more. It will be a 
safe space for youth, families, visitors and the 
general community to connect, thrive and 
participate within the social fabric of 
our community. 

Timeframe:

2020 − 2021

Costs: 

$4 million – completion of the McCallum Park 
Active Area capital works.

Impacts if delayed or not delivered:

• Loss of opportunity to deliver outcomes 
and activate the iconic Swan River 
Foreshore.

• Degradation of existing skate, basketball 
and other park facilities.

• Loss of opportunity to provide significant 
social infrastructure to improve the health 
and wellbeing of the community.

Who can help?

• State Government 

• Federal Government

• Private Business

The story so far:

The Town’s Disability Access and Inclusion 
Plan 2017 – 2022 (DAIP) strives to provide 
and promote access and equity in service 
provision for all members of the community. 
A key strategy under Outcome 2 in the DAIP 
states: Advocate and work in partnership 
with key stakeholders and local government 
authorities to improve buildings, facilities 
and management systems with respect to 
access and inclusion. In 2020 the Town will 
heighten its attention on this as an advocacy 
priority with a focus on meeting and 
challenging universally accessible building 
code requirements and relevant Australian 
Standards. 

Additionally, in August 2019 Council supported 
to adopt a 2.3% employment target for 
people with disability, but superseded this 
in December and resolved to align with the 
State Government’s new target of 5%. In 
2020 the Town will advocate to other WA 
Local Governments to also adopt the 5% by 
2025 target for employment of people with 
disabilities.

The opportunity:

Investment by the Town and new and existing 
businesses located within the Town to meet 
accessible building code requirements and 
relevant Australian Standards further creating 
a more accessibility compliant, inclusive and 
connected community.

Consistent Local Government wide adoption 
of the State Government’s employment of a 
persons with a disability target, enhancing 
the sector, as well as state-wide and national 
reputation for socially inclusive practices.

Timeframe

2020 − 2025

Costs: 

Cost for this priority will be subject to 
the assessment and evaluation of each 
Town building and facility against universally 
accessible building code requirements and 
relevant Australian Standards. No financial cost 
to advocating for broader adoption of State 
Government employment targets.

Impacts if delayed or not delivered:

• Impact on the Town’s emerging image as 
an attractive place to live and work with a 
diverse range of facilities for everyone

• Decrease in the number of people willing or 
able to visit and access the Town’s facilities, 
cafes and restaurants and retailers

• Reputation risk around inaction on removing 
barriers preventing inclusiveness 

• Town failing to meet State Government 
recommendation, as intended.

Who can help?

• Local Governments 

• Industry Association and Peak Bodies

• State Government

• Federal Government

• Local businesses and community groups

Priority Projects 2020  
Access and Inclusion
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Priority Projects 2020  
McCallum Park Active Areas



#LOVEVICPARK
victoriapark.wa.gov.au


